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WITH HARRY BEITZEL 


RECORD CROWD FOR 1 DAY ROUND 
GREAT START FOR 1964 SEASON — 


The opening day provided some excit- 
ing finishes with two games amongst the 
best ever opening round matches. 

Although it is difficult to make pre- 
dictions early in the season, here is my 
summary of the twelve teams prospects 
for this season. 

Geelong will be a better side than last 
year as older players are holding form, 
younger players are developing physically 
and gaining experience, whilst the Re- 
serves have depth and plenty of “up and 
comers” are pressing for selection. The 
Cats should win another flag. 

Melbourne always a finals prospect be- 
cause of Coach Norm Smith, dynamic 
skipper Ron “Brasso” Barassi and the 
knowledge of the M.C.G. (a home ground 
advantage worth 2 to 3 goals). The De- 
mons blend experience and youth with the 
red light flashing the signal that five stars 
are pushing 30. They are Barassi, the in- 
spiration ute drive aehate the packs, 


‘® Tom: Marenko — handy player 


Lord, the outstanding big man in the line- 
up whether played in the ruck or key 
position, Adams and Dixon, who for 


nearly a decade have been the Leagues. 


top wing combination and Don Williams, 
returning after ‘a. four year absence. 
Smithy will have a kingsize ‘headache if 
a couple of these “daddies” find it difficult 
to strike top form. 

Hawthorn will be’ a strong and_ tough 
combination again. ' They. still rely too 
much on Peck in front of the big sticks. 
John is cagier than ever and does. not 
believe in spending unnecessary energy — 
he props in the: goal ‘square.and: makes 


easy work of scoring goals. Graham Ar- 
thur is one of the few players who could 
become a success as a playing coach. 
Graham must endeavour to settle down 


' on a half-forward flank and only use him- 


self as a ruck-rover when the side des- 
perately needs a lift. Coverdale will con- 
tinue to improve, rucks are still suspect 
and need more height and mobility, whilst 
the defence only wilts under tremendous 
pressure. The Hawks greatest assets are 
teamwork and the intense desire to win, 

St. Kilda. A vital year for the Saints. 
They have the players to take them into 
the Grand Final, but this side has always 
been unpredictable. Ditterich, Wallis, 
Read and Stewart were four star recruits 
who helped to hit the team into the 1963 
Ist Semi-Final but experience has often 
proved good first-year players can hit 
mediocrity in their second-years. Darrel 
Baldock is the key to success whilst a lot 
is expected of the improved Bob Morton 
at full forward and newcomers Ian 
Cooper, Tom Marenko. and Burnie Payne, 
A problem could still be the lack of classy 
rovers. 

Essendon. Last year were the unlucky 
side as was feared by all teams in the 
Finals. Loss of Ian “Bluey” Shelton, a 


tragedy not only to the Dons but also to 


oe 


@ Barry Capuano — classy winger. 


football will take a lot of replacement al- 
though Raitt will have plenty of assistance 
and experience on either side of him with 
Barry Davis and Alec Epis. Beissel back 
in the pivot will be welcomed and a fit 
Mitchell and Birt must improve the side’s 
performances. They have a classy pair of 
rovers and with Sampson’s development 
the rucks are formidable. Ken Fraser is 
the top centre half fofward but the big 
“TF” is still Charlie Payne. If he.can fire 
this year. the Dons.are certanties for the 
final four. 

Carlton. They are at the cross-roads and 
with the pre-season upset of the chaner ‘4 
Captaincy the scribes are poised with pens 
waiting for an excuse to open old wows. 
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Sergio Silvagni is such a great battler that 
he is sure to command the respect of the 
players and I know he has the personal 
loyalty of John Nicholls. Unfortunately, 
Big John is playing under difficulties with 
a shoulder injury but for mine he will 
still be the big threat. Collis from centre 
half forward to full back has found his 
niche and the rovers look better. Jim Mil- 
ler has plenty of courage and if he clicks 
then the Blues will be in the fight again. 
This is a better side than last year’s and as 
it is the Blues Centenary the boy will 
strive to pull out that little extra. 

North Melbourne tried 6 new players 
in the twenty for the opening game and 
naturally some took time to settle down. 
Bob Pascoe is a sensation and will prove 
a match winner — he must make Mick 
Aylett’s job easier and take a great deal 
of the burden off Teasdale’s shoulders. I’m 
tipping North will improve and develop 
into a final four proposition. Don’t panic, 
selectors, and persevere with Pommeroy 
and Delahand. They could be a sound 
“saver” at long prices as the outsider for 
1964. 

Collingwood will be more determined 
than in past years and it will be a ‘“‘dan- 
ger game’ for all sides at Victoria Park. 
New coach Bob Rose is the biggest asset 
for the Magpies for he doesn’t mince 
words, knows the game and demands 
loyalty and discipline. The extra respon- 
sibility of Captaincy could lift “Gabbo” — 
“the Big Bear’ sky high and with Willett 
back to support Waters the forward line 
looks more settled. 

Footscray. Also a critical year for the 
Bulldogs — greatest problem is lack of 
good big men to assist John Schultz. At 
long last Ted Whitten has gone to the 
centre and his generalship will be seen to 
the best advantage from the pivot. New 
players Frank Johnson, centre half for- 
ward, and Rod Coutts, full forward, prob- 
ably hold the key to Footscray’s chances 
— if both “fire” then the "Dogs are a 
threat because they have a terrific back 
line and some good flankers. 


Richmond. A big blow was the heart 
attack suffered by coach Len Smith on the 
eve of the opening round. Obviously it 
upset the team. All here at “footy fan’ 
are praying for you Len and hope you 
are soon back on deck. The Tigers have 
picked up some good recruits — Kev. 
Smith, Busse, Perry, Hammond. Gower’s, 
to name a few, and when they settle in 
the side must improve. Hayden relished 


the shift from centre half forward to 


centre half back and ‘“‘Swifty” is as solid 
as ever. Bill Barrott is still a roamer in 
the centre — what Bill has to learn is 
you can be a roamer provided your re- 
covery is quick enough to have you back 
in position when it counts. 

South Melbourne have also spent a 
pound rounding up the classy recruits. 
The Swens are aiming at 9 wins (won 4 
in 1963) but perhaps this is too ambi- 
tious. They have picked up the likely re- 
cruit of the year in Max Papley, also ex- 
perienced and tough Jeff Bray (S.A.), 
Graeme John (W.A.) Way, Bowd, Whar- 
ton and two really class ‘rejects’ in 
Smokey Dawson (Melbourne) and Charlie 
Evans (Footscray). Wouldn’t surprise if 
South win at least seven. 
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Fitzroy. May still finish on the bottom 
but will not be the ‘‘cake walk” of last 
season. Have recruited with a purpose of 
developing goal to goal line and with a 
deal of success. Rodgerson is a class centre 
half forward. O’Mara will hold down 
centre half back, but they need a reliable 
full forward and cannot afford the luxury 
of playing Kevin Murray on a half back 
flank —— he must be used as a ruck-rover. 

On this summary the top five of last 
year will be hard to beat but all the other 
seven team§ should improve. 

This can only mean that the results of 
all matches will be more difficult to resolve 
whilst it will be harder to win an “away” 
game. The Cats seem safe and perhaps 
Hawthorn, but injuries and the form of 
vital recruits could decide the fortunes of 
the other teams. 


Anzac Day’s round is another interest- 
ing draw. This is how I see the games:— 

North Melbourne v Melbourne. A vital 
one for the Demons but it won’t be easy. 
Barassi will be back which could make the 
difference. North probably need a match 
or two to settle down. Aylett could be 
dangerous around the packs as Teasdale 
and Pascoe should be too strong for John- 
son and Mann. The Demons centre line 
should give the forwards enough oppor- 
tunities to clinch the points after a tough 
battle. 

Fitzroy v South Melbourne. A _ toss-up 
as both teams showed improvement last 
week. Kevin Murray may have to swing 
himself on to Papley., and Skilton will be 
a threat. But playing at home. coupled 
with a solid defence and a working half 
forward line Fitzroy could just win an 
interesting tussle. 

St. Kilda v Footscray. This should be a 
good game. Saints will be anxious to 
avenge last week’s narrow loss. High- 
lights of the game will include the ruck 
duels between Schultz and Morrow and 
both ruck-rovers are evenly matched. So 
too is the centre line, but if Whitten can 


' again take command the St. Kilda defence 


will be in for a torrid time. Both defences 
are very strong although John Hoiles lacks 
a yard at centre half back. Perhaps this 
factor alone will give victory for the 
Saints. 

Richmond v Essendon. Certainly Rich- 
mond play better at home but the Dons 
look too strong and classy in most depart- 
ments and should win. Be warned, the 
Tigers wan’t play as badly as last Satur- 
day. Essendon won’t win without a 
struggle. The Dons should be too strong 
around the packs, centre lime and up for- 
ward —- a great highlight could be the 
Frazer and Hayden duel, both of whom 
are ball players. 

Geelong v Collingwood. Although the 
Magpies have played well in past years at 
Kardinia Park it would be wishful think- 
ing to suppose they could challenge the 
classy Cats. The best the Collingwood sup- 
porters can hope for is a team prepared 
to battle it out for the 100 minutes. Gee- 
long with Farmer, Yeates, Vinar and 
Watts all at their top have ruckmen who 
maintain the pressure all day and are 
supported by the brilliant Goggin and 
Pollinelli. The Cats half forward line is 
the best for years and Collingwood have 
problems with its short half backs. Gee- 


ling to win well. . 

Hawthorn v Carlton. The Blues had a 
let off last week when North ran out 
of steam and were allowed to recover and 
win. It will be a different story against 
Hawthorn. Peck is No. 1 danger for all 


@ Allan. Morrow — Duel with John Schultz 


opposing full backs and it will need a 
physically strong player to hold him. Per- 
haps Collis will be to easily manouvred 
out. Carlton should win in the Ruck and 
control the air, but this may be where it's 
advantage will end. The Hawk’s great 
team spirit, it’s bulldozing tactics and 
classy flankers plus “brilliant” Coverdale 
shall win the day. 


My selections are:-— MELBOURNE, 
FITZROY, ST. KILDA, ESSENDON, 
GEELONG, HAWTHORN. 


IN BLACK 


But Mostly WHITE 


No changes in the Ump’s for the first 
round although Harold Hodgson took over 
from Bob Nunn. Should be a good year 
for the standard of umpiring because there 
is a good crop of young umpires pressing 
on the door of selection. 


It would be no surprise to see Bob 
Toohey, Don Blew or Ron Furlong force 
their way into the top six within a short 
period. Of course Toohey and Blew have 
already umpired in the big time and 
Toohey showed great promise. Unfortun- 
ately he had a confident approach (which 
is an asset in umpires but in the past 
frowned upon by the Board) and so he 
had to be cut down to size. The result has 
been a hard fight back but he will make 
it this season. 


The two top ‘‘Whistlers’” Ron Brophy 
and Jeff Crouch got off on the right foot 
whilst Gaudion under the watchful eye of 
trainer Frank Schwab did well at Foots- 
cray. There should be no changes in the 
“Top 6” this week. 
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KEN BECK — Hawthorn’s ‘King Sized’ Ruckman 


BY GEOFFREY COLLINS 


Although he has only played 19 senior matches, Ken Beck has now 
given Hawthorn’s rucks valuable drive, where his high marking and ability 
to use his 6 feet 6 inch reach to advantage in hit-outs is bolstering the Hawk’s 
ruck strength and giving confidence to players and fans alike. 


But the story really begins back in 1955 
when a gangling fifteen-year-old came to 
Melbourne from his home town of Stawell 
to begin a trade apprenticeship in plumb- 
ing. For two years Ken played football for 
Hawthorn Thirds and Fourths before re- 
turning home. Seventeen years of age and 
6 ft. 4 ins. tall. Naturally Hawk officials 
could see the ruck potential of Ken, and 
although cleared back to Stawell, an as- 
surance was made that he would return to 
Melbourne after completing his Appren- 
ticeship training. 


Ken Beck had a very successful sporting 
association with Stawell, culminating in 
1961, when he won Stawell’s best, and 
fairest award. He represented Wimmera in 
the Country Championships and received 
the “Best under 21 player in the Wim- 
mera” award. Added to all this achieve- 
ment, Ken also represented Stawell in the 
Country Week Cricket championships! 


Naturally Hawthorn officials were very 
interested in seeing Ken in action under 
League conditions, particularly after the 
loss of such ruckmen as Malcolm Hill and 
John Winneke, both of whom played in 
the 1961 Grand Final. Ken played in the 
1962 practice matches, and his form 
pleased selectors to the extent where he 
gained Senior selection. | 


But Ken’s form was not consistent dur- 
ing his first season at Hawthorn, and he 
feels that, as many League newcomers do, 
the ball handling and general disposal of 
players was much faster than country 
standards, the result of quick thinking and 
split second timing. In his own particular 
case, being 6 ft. 6 ins. tall, getting this 
speed and timing required more than the 
usual amount of concentration needed by 
smaller, more mobile players, but last year 
his play justified Hawthorn’s perseverance 
with him. 


“TI believe that by playing to a definite 
pattern as I tried to last year, team mem- 
bers have helped improve my own game 
by combining with me more effectively, 
because they have com to know what to 
expect from me’. Ken believes that this 
development of a pattern is the secret of 
any ruckman’s success, as the closer the 
thinking between rucks and rovers, the 
more damaging they will be to the op- 
position, working as a “unit”. ““Rucks and 
rovers must operate in this way” adds 
Ken, “because it is only then that they 
are truly effective. How often can you see 
the effects of a poor performance by eitehr 
ruckman or rover directly affecting his 
partner — it is not only one, but two or 
even three players who play poorly as a 
result of the breaking up of this ‘unit’ I 
spoke of”. 
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Although he has not met all the top 
e -. followers as yet, Ken has been 
very impressed with Footscray’s John 
Schultz and Geelong’s star Graham Far- 
mer. “I admire John’s marking ability, as 
I feel this can be a very important steady- 
ing influence on a team under pressure, 
whilst Graham Farmer would be the 
greatest example of this ruck-rover under- 
standing I am working for. 


When he plays well he lifts the rovers” 


(as. we realised during the 1963 Final 
Series) and they in turn have a great 


bearing on the general team effort, par- 
ticularly up forward. A lot of his success 
must be due to intelligent use of handball, 
the secret of which is to know where 
team-mates are before you get the ball, 
then no time is lost looking for someone 
to pass to whilst under pressure.”’ 


Ken feels that he needs to improve his 
handball and disposal but adds that ‘‘the 
first object of any player is to get the ball 
before he starts to think about the finer 
points of the game, and here fitness 
counts.” 


I have found that my training under 
John Kennedy hardened me to playing a 
hundred minutes of tought football, his 
various methods used including swimming, 


(Continued on Pagel6) 
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® Ken Beck, training in the Hawthorn club rooms. 
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This year have more fun for less money. Enjoy an exciting 


ANSEV-ANA 
GOLDEN jET HOLIDAY 


the laughter are gayer further from home. 
It’s the holiday you prefer! If you like to go-as- 


Let us plan you an exciting Ansett-ANA Golden 
Jet Holiday anywhere in Australia. You get there 
the same day! In 3} hours by luxurious Ansett- 
ANA jet flight, you cover a distance which 
takes 3 days by car or train. 

What do you like? To be alone? Ever stood alone 
under a sparkling sky of the Central Desert at 
night? Or watched a great turtle surge out of 


crystal waters? Or listened to the clamour of: 


birds before sunrise in a northern rain forest? 
Or do you like crowds? Well, the food, the music, 


you-please, we'll pre-plan and _ pre-arrange 
everything for you, in advance. But if you prefer 
group travel, we'll arrange complete packaged 
holidays in detail. Trips, tours, accommodation, 
boats, planes, laundry, luggage . . . fixing al/ the 
details is our business. And, payment is fairly 
painless. (a) Use the Lay-by, saving towards 
your holiday in a planned way. Or, (b) Fly Now 
— Pay Later. 


Ask Ansett-ANA or your Travel Agent for your free “Golden Jet Holiday” guide. 


ANSETT-ANA HOLIDAY SERVICE 


. 0248 


FOOTY FAN — April 25, 1964 


Many first year players seem to be affected in their second year of league 
football. As there were many star recruits last year, let us refresh your 
memories and so judge their performances this year. 


CARLTON 


Carlton, which finished out of the four 
last season after being runners-up to 
Essendon in 1962, failed to pick up many 
top-line recruits. 

But, the Blues picked up a fine wing- 
man in John Comben, who had just 
turned 19. John came from Werribee 
South, and is a younger brother of former 
Carlton captain Bruce Comben. 

After brilliant form in the practice 
matches early last year, selectors had no 
hesitation in selecting John in the open- 
ing round match against Fitzroy. . 

He held his place until the eight round, 
and was then omitted to the Reserves, 
mainly because of inexperince. However, 
six games later John, who is 5 ft. 9 in. 
and 10 stone 10 lb., regained his place and 
is now recognised as one of the fastest 
players in League football. 

He polled eight votes in the Brownlow 
Medal counting — the second highest by 
a Carlton player. 

Another young recruit with a future at 
Carlton was former Tasmanian rover 
Trevor Best. 


COLLINGWOOD 


Collingwood was most fortunate last 
year in gaining the services of outstanding, 
high marking full forward Terry Waters, 
from Dandenong. 

Terry, one of the “finds” of last season, 
figured in a controversy between Colling- 
wod and Dandenong before the start of 
that season. When Dandenong refused him 
a clearance, Terry took out a Supreme 
Court writ against the V.F.A. club. But, 
the writ was dropped when Dandenong 
changed its mind and released Terry, 19, 
to the Magpies. 

Terry, a younger brother of V.F.A. J. 
J. Liston trophy winner Bryan Waters, 
looks certain to develop into a champion 
goal-getter. Last season he kicked 51 goals. 

Standing 6 ft. 1 in. and 13 stone, Terry 
was equally. at home when playing in the 
ruck. 

Other young recruit stars Collingwood 
gained last year were Heidelberg High 
School wingman Ricky Watt, Corowa for- 
ward Max Urquhart, and full-back Ted 
Potter, from the Thirds. 


ESSENDON 


Possibly the best of Essendon’s limited. 


number of recruits last season was utility 
player Greg Brown, who plays as an 
amateur. 

And, the most amazing part of it all, 
is that Greg did not play fotball the year 
before — he concentrated on hockey with 
the Essendon Hockey Club. 

Young Greg has been battling for senior 
selection, but has the potential to develop 
into a top defender. In the “off” season 
Greg played District cricket with Essen- 
don. 
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Not one recruit had managed to con- 
sistently hold down a senior position last 
season. 


Stawell utility player Noel Raitt started 
well. After being a reserve in the second, 
third and fourth gams he played, he won 
senior selection nine times. So far, he has 
not lived up to his early promise. 


Centreman Daryl Gerlach, from Strath- 
more, ruckman Gary Fenton from Golden 
Point and ruckman Jim Forsyth, from 
Thorpdale, all have potential to become 
regulars. 


FITZROY 


Quietly-spoken ruckman Ron‘Fry, from 
Pengiun, Tasmania. did not break into 
Fitzroy’s senior team until the seventh 
round. 


He quickly started to adjust himself to 
the fast tempo of League conditions and 
was one of the main-stays of the Fitzroy 
ruck division. 

While Fitzroy’s top ruckman Russell 
Crow served eight weeks suspension. Ron 
was called on to take over — and he did 
an excellent job. 


Twenty two year old Ron, who is 6 
ft. 1 in. and 12 stone 10 Ib., played at 


full forward for Pengiun. But, with Fitz-_ 


roy, he showed he was better suited as a 
folower. He was older than most recruits, 
but, should be a regular member of Fitzroy 
teams for several years. 


- Full forward Gary’ Lazarus played the 
most games of any of the Lions recruits 
— 16. Gary is a strong mark and accurate 
kick, but was dropped from the team in 
the last two rounds mainly because he 
lacked concentration. 


He was only 17 and should develop into 
a top player with more experience. Gary 
came from Preston Y.C.W. In 16 games 
last year he kicked 35 goals. 


FOOTSCRAY 


Footscray used 13 recruits last year. 
The most promising was 19-year-old half 
back John Greenwood, who is 6 ft. 1 in. 
and 12 stone. 

John, who has great determination, 
joined Footscray Thirds in 1962 from 
West Footscray, in the Footscray District 
League. 

For years the Footscray District League 
has been a rich recruiting ground for the 
Bulldogs. 


When the season opened last year he 
was still in the Reserves. Then, in the 
sixth round, he broke into the senior side 
and stayed there until the last game. 

He missed the final match with a 
chipped fracture of the ankle. 

The young defender, who is a safe mark 
under pressure, wil probably be groomed 
for the full back job this year. 


HOODOO YEAR FOR THESE PLAYERS? 


Another newcomer at Footscray last 
year to impress was 6 ft. 2 in. centre half 
forward David Darcy. He has just turned 
20. David played 17 games — he missed 
one with concussion. . 


GEELONG 


Tooleybuc star John Sharrock did not 
take long to settle into League football 
and become Geelong’s most talented new- 
comer. 

John. who had a big reputation as a 
footballer in the Mid-Murray League, now 
has a big reputation in the V.F.L. He is 
big and strong and can take a mark 
against stiff opposition. 

Nineteen year old John, who stands a 
little over 6 ft. and weighs 13 stone, did 
not miss a game with the Cats last year. 
Geelong claims he is as good as any first 
year player in the League this season. 

The Cats had their eyes on John for the 
past two years and made several trips to 
Tooleybuc before getting the young star 
to leave country football. 

Ruckman John Watts was in his first 
season with Geelong last year. John came 
from East Perth and had represented W.A. 
several times. 

However, he can hardly be classed ag 
a recruit facing his second year ‘“‘Hoodoo”’, 


HAWTHORN 


After five years of persuasion, Hawthorn 
finally lured Bairnsdale centre half for- 
ward Kevin Coverdale to Melbourne. 

Kevin, who moves like a player with 
years of League experience, quickly proved 
Hawthorn’s efforts were not in vain, es- 
pecially his performances in the Final 
Series. 

He has boosted Hawthorn’s attack and 
is one of the main reasons why Hawthorn 
had had such a successful season. 

Kevin, 23, 6 ft. 2 in. and 14 stone, 
moved into the senior side in the second 
round and has been there since. 

In 1958 he played a few games with 
the Hawthorn Reserves, but then returned 
to the country and did not return until 
last year because of business reasons. 

Centreman Peter Lyon, from Eagle- 
hawk, who had great difficulty in getting 
a clearance to the Hawks, was also a 
talented newcomer. 


MELBOURNE 


Melbourne last year had a most success- 
ful recruiting drive and was fortunate in 
gaining three ready-made League players 
in Tony Anderson, Ray Groom and Barry 
Bourke. They were all regular members of 
the senior side. 

Tony was one of the most outstanding 
players in the A grade amateur when a 
member of the University Blacks team in 
1962. That year he was best and fairest 
player with the Blacks. 

In the sixth game he played his first full 
match against Richmond and since has 
ben out of the side twice — hoth times 
through injuries. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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OUR COVER STAR 


When the Saints are under pressure and the opposition is storming 
goalwards, the supporters can fully expect Verdun Howell to bring off a 
slashing mark or a breath-taking clearing dash. And Verdun, the once 
reluctant full-back, seldom lets them down. 


Verdun Howell who once fancied him- 
self as a full-forward has become in a few 
short years one of the greatest full-backs 
to grace the game. 

In playing his exacting position, he has 
retained all the skills which make a player 
stand out from his contemporaries. 

Verdun is not a big man at 5 feet 104 
inches and is forced to rely on judgement, 
but it is superb, as time and again his 
reflexes are so fine that where another 
would “go for the punch,” Verdun prefers 
to. outmark full-forwards. 


HIGH FLIER 


He has a great leap and a particularly 
strong pair of hands. 

Verdun’s marking is a thrill, but when 
his playing days are over, it will not be 
his ‘excursions into the upper air that will 
be remembered. It will be those nerve 
hagling clearing dashes that land the ball 
over the centre. | 

That blond head bobbing its way 
through the opposition will be a vivid and 
treasured memory. 

Verdun was born on the 16th June, 
1936 and completed his education with a 
three year course at Launceston Technical 
College. It was at this school that he 
gained his great love for the game. 

He was a rover, alternating in the 
centre, as a schoolboy and his youthful 
centre, as a schoolboy his youthful skill 
was such that it was not long before he 
had a try out with Launceston City club. 

Verdun was only a stripling when he 
became a regular senior player and Laun- 
ceston City used him as a utility man — 
sometimes at full-forward, others in the 
centre or at centre-half-back. 


YOUNG STAR 


Actually he impressed as:a full-forward 
and in the 1956 season did so well that 
he shared the Northern Tasmania Football 
Associations Best and Fairest award with 
Jim Ross. 

It is interesting to note that Ross was 
a former St. Kilda ruckman who trans- 
ferred to Tasmania after giving the Saints 
great service. 

Verdun remembers the 1957 season 
vividly as he was switched to centre-half- 
back and so began his career as a de- 
fender. 

He duly won his club’s top award to 
cap yet another brilliant season. So it was 
not unusual that his potential was soon 
known in Victoria and he received an in- 
vitation from St. Kilda. 

Verdun was interested and came across 
to have a try out. He played in two prac- 
tice games and although he was impressed 
with the St. Kilda club, he decided to re- 
turn to his home state for at least an- 
other year. 

Having tasted the rare wine of Vic- 
torian football and feeling it offered a 
challenge, Verdun returned to St. Kilda 
the next year determined to give himself 
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every chance to find a place in the Saint’s 
team. 


But it was not to be easy as he ran 
headlong into clearance trouble and was 
forced to cool his heels for 12 long weeks. 

The Saints were in all sorts of bother 
finding a suitable full-back and in despera- 
tion Allan Killigrew, the coach, threw 
Verdun into the gap. 

It was a gamble, but it came off as the 
young Tasmanian showed the aplomb of 
a-veteran. 


The Saints had found their full-back. 


Verdun 


EQUAL FIRST IN BROWNLOW 


Verdun really hit the high spots in the 
1959 season. Week after week he domin- 
ated in defence and when the Brownlow 
Medal votes were counted he finished 
equal first with the great Bobby Skilton. 


Each polled 20 votes, but Skilton won 
the medal on a count-back. 


Verdun’s effort in his first full season 
was outstanding as only one full-back, 
Fred Goldsmith of South Melbourne, has 
won the coveted Brownlow. 


To date, Verdun has played 95 games 
with the Saints and has been a regular 
member of the Victorian State team for 
some years. 


Howell 


Soon] 
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ILLNESS — HEPATITIS 


This figure would have been greater had 
he not had the misfortune to go down 
with a severe attack of hepatitis in early 
1960. 


It was a bitter blow to the Saints and 
a heartbreak for Verdun. He was eager to 
strip again and admits now that he tried 
to regain his place when his strength was 
not up to the task. Time was the only 
healer. 


Now he has fully recovered and _ his 
form last year showed that he is back to 
his best and ready to tackle any full-for- 
ward in the game. 


TOUGH OPPONENTS 


Verdun freely admits that every op- 
ponent has to be watched all the time, but 
he singles out John Peck and Doug Wade 
as really dangerous customers. 


“Peck plays the game in a different 
style to other full-forwards,” says Verdun. 
“He plays like a ruckman”’. 


Yes, Peck plays close to the goals. 
baulking or swinging a hip to work a full- 
back off balance and having done so 
swoops on the ball and snaps it through 
the goals. 


Doug Wade is a different proposition 
according to Verdun. Wade leads fast, far 
and wide and usually gets the ball given 
to him in an ideal fashion. 


“Where John Peck gets his goals from 
the 10 yard square, Wade prefers to sight 
the goals from much further out,” says 
Verdun. 


MOORABBIN MOVE 


Asked about St. Kilda’s proposed link- 
up with Morabbin, Verdun came out all 
in favour of the move. 


“The V.F.L. is big business and the 
finance earned from football must come to 
those who put on the show,’ stated 
Verdun. 


INCREASED PAYMENTS 


He went further by saying that the 
players today were under-paid, and Ver- 
dun is anxious to see increased payments. 


Verdun, formerly the proprietor of a 
service station and now an_ insurance 
agent, lives at Cheltenham with his wite 
and three daughters. 


He is optimistic about the Saints being 
the 1964 premiers. ‘‘We had a good team 
last year and fitted in several new 
players,” says Verdun. 


“Players of the calibre of Jim Wallis, 
Ian Stewart and Jim Read are sure to 
show improvement.” 


Yes — the Saints should carry on from 
last years form which took them into the 
final four, 


One thing is certain, Verdun, once a 
promising full-forward, but now far too 
valuable as a full-back, will play an im- 
portant role in St. Kilda’s immediate 
future. 
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HOMES EXHIBITION 


VERDUN HOWELL WILL BE AT THE “FOOTY FAN” STAND 
(opposite the C.H.1. Taubmans Stand) 


IDEAL HOMES SHOW, EXHIBITION BUILDINGS, 
to personally autograph copies of “FOOTY FAN” 
ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 22 TO SATURDAY APRIL 25 BETWEEN 8 and 10 p.m. 
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Wonderful 


Triple Gold Medallist of 1964 
Wool Fashion Award...John Brown 


produces the latest look... iy” 


the greatest look in knitwear 


Style 1412 Heavy cable stitch pure wool pullover. 
SM-OS, £5/19/6; XOS, £6/4/-. 
Colours — Oliver, Antelope, Blase Blue, Crushed Rock, Ebony, Off-beat, Lichen. 


Style 360 Classic, pure wool saddle-shoulder jacket. 
SM-OS, £6/19/6; XOS, £7/4/-. 
Colours — Antelope, Oliver, Redcoat, Shark-grey, Ebony, Pennant Blue, Crushed Rock. 


Style 380 Classic, wool award winning jacket. Colours Ebony, Blase Blue, 
SM.-OS, .£7/19/6; XOS, £8/4/-. —. Oliver, Shark Grey,+Crushed Rock, Antelope, 


Style 3603 John Brown junior, classic pure wool jacket. 
24-34, 79/6 to 99/6. Colours — Antelope, Oliver, Shatk Grey, Ebony, Lichen. 
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in new Sulky Colours 


FASHIONS IN WOOL / 


Nionth 


SHOP WHERE YOU SEE THE JOHN BROWN 
\ SYMBOL ON STORE WINDOWS 
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LETTER TO MEMBERS FROM 
CARLTON PRESIDENT 


I am certain you are all like me, proud 
and honoured to be associated with the 
Carlton Football Club during its 100th 
birthday, although I am certain the mem- 
bers before us and the members to follow 
us, were, and will be, just as proud as we 
are, irrespective of what year they are 
associated with such a great club. 

When we think of the Carlton Football 
Club reaching its Centenary, our minds 
are flooded with thoughts of the officials 
and players of the club who, under great 
difficulties and with fluctuating fortunes, 
guided the club through the early years. 

I am certain you all have great 
memories of great players, officials and 
supporters with whom you were and ‘are 
still associated with. I am sure the Carlton 
Football Club has created many life long 
friendships that were founded in the com- 
mon interest of our club. 

This great club which has survived two 
depressions and two World Wars and has 
in latter years continued to make progress 
by achieving high awards on the playing 
field, namely Brownlow Medal winners 
Bert Deacon and John James. The Brown- 
low Medal is the highest honour that can 
be achieved by any individual player. Our 
team’ efforts have also been highly suc- 
cessful and our 1964 players must strive 
to achieve the highest team reward — 
namely a Premiership. Also the Carlton 
Football Club has many notable firsts, 
namely:— 

First team to win three Premierships, 
1873-74-75. 

First team to win three League Pre- 
mierships in a row. 

First team to make an interstate trip, 
Sydney, 1877. 

First team to appoint a coach, J. 
Worrel, 1902. 

First night game between Carlton and 
Melbourne in 1879 at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground — allegedly under acety- 
lene gas lights. 

Our administrators and patrons have 
achieved great success in football adminis- 
tration and public life. My predecessor, 
Sir Kenneth Luke, as we all know, holds 
the highest position in football in Victoria 
— President of the Victorian Football 
League. Among our patrons we have our 
Prime Minister, Sir Robert Menzies, our 
present Lord Mayor Cr. Leo Curtis, his 
prece-cssor Sir Maurice Nathan and many 
others. 

I would also like to congratulate our 
Vice President Mr. Charlie Davey who 
has completed 38 years of continuous 
service to our club. This I am certain is 
a record to be proud of. 

I say thanks on your behalf to the 
giants of the past who by their efforts and 
self sacrifice have handed us a heritage 
rich in tradition and studded with achieve- 
ments with a name known and above all 
respected throughout the Commonwealth. 

In conclusion may we and those who 
follow us dedicate ourselves to emulate our 
predecessors efforts of self sacrifice so that 
we can maintain the dignity and prestige 
of the Carlton Football Club. 

Lewis Holmes 
President. 
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FOOTBALL FUNDAMENTALS 


©... 2: And The First Is Fitness” 
BY BRUCE ANDREW 


There are three essentials to the playing 
of Australian Football. 


The first is physical fitness — make no 
mistake about that. Then comes the 
mastery by the player of, the skills or 
fundamentals, and FINALLY team work, 
and team tactics. 


Each is dependent upon the other. 


Unless a player is perfectly fit he can- 
not master, let alone control, the skills, 
and unless he is able to execute the skills 
correctly, he will certainly fail hts coach, 
and his team. 


A tired body means a tired brain, and 
a tired brain does not THINK. But, you 
must THINK your football. 


How important is it then to be 100% 
fit. That’s why I place physical fitness as 
a first essential to good football. 

It’s up to you — the individual player. 
Discard your apathy towards training and 
get stuck into it. The more I see of foot- 
ballers in junior ranks, and _ country 
centres, the more convinced I am that if 
the players were better trained and physi- 


‘cally fitter, they would be not*only better 


footballers, but the standard of play would 
be much higher and a greater attraction 
to supporters and spectators — particu- 
larly in those areas where Australian Foot- 
ball is just becoming established. 


TRAIN REGULARLY until it be- 
comes a habit and something you look 
forward to. Training must be varied, and 
everything you do must be at top pres- 


sure. 


“As you train. so shall you play.” Tf 
you coast along at training, you will coast 
along in matches. That’s no good. 


Every training exercise should be de- 
signed to assist players to improve their 


skills. Even though there may be only a 
handful of players present, don’t waste 
time —— valuable daylight minutes — just 


kicking a ball around to each other. Work 
to a pattern and a purpose. 


ee . . & 
Here’s a Training Routine which any ° 


number of players can follow. Treat this 
as a basis for each training period:— 

(a) On entering ground, one lap at jog- 
ging pace. (To warm up the body.) 

(b) A second lap at half to three 
quarter pace. (Loosening up the muscles. ) 


(c) A third lap at top pace, finishing 
with a long sprint. (You are now ready to 
start kicking.) 

~(d) Short distance kicks — about thirty 
yards — always kicking to an objective. 
Put a “label” on every kick and deliver 
it where it is intended. (This enables the 
coach to look for kicking faults and advise 
on correction as the player tones up his 


_ kicking muscles and learns to CONTROL: 
his kicks.) 


‘(e) Extend the kicking distance to long 
range — improving faults and CON- 


TROL of kicks. Kicking practice also en- 
ables players to indulge in MARKING 
practice. 


(f) Some “circle” work, concentrating 
on continuous fast movement, using all 
types of kicks, handball, backing-up, 
turning, etc. 


Players are now toned up and ready for 
strenuous match play! 


(g) Players are paired off (two sets of 
Jerseys being used) around the field. No 
goals or behinds are scored. Players do 
not occupy set positions. The ball is kept 
moving. Marks are allowed, but few free 
kicks are given. 


Every player must work at top speed — 
kicking, turning, weaving, bumping, hand- 
passing, backing-up, etc. — and _ the 
movement of the ball never stops. Play it 
hard and fast. Coach controls play as 
“Umpire”. 


The foregoing is the foundation for a 
regular training routine. It is after this 
routine, players receive specialist coaching 
in the various skills. 

Different exercises are introduced to 
keep players THINKING about their 
football. Faults are not changed overnight, 


and they never will be corrected if players 
don’t THINK their football. 


Training should conclude with a long 
distance, sprint to the dressing room. No 
player should return to the dressing room 
after training unless feeling completely 
flat out. If you are fit you will quickly 
recover. The fit player does not suffer 
from the wear and’ tear of match play 
like the unfit player. 


A well-trained fit team suffers fewer ine 
juries than a half fit team. 


Make your 
match play easy 


training hard and your 


Whilst footballers cannot get too much 


ball handling, physical’ exercises (“P.T.”) 


are also essential to the development of 


. top-class footballers. 


Physical Education has an important 
role in all sport. It is a science with basic 
“circuit training” exercises invaluable to 
footballers which can be done in the train- 
ing room, or at home. Time and energy 
spent in physical fitnes will: pay handsome 
dividends in match play. | 


Remember! “As your stamina fails .., 
So does your skill.” 


TIMUR uu KUL K 


‘REMEMBER .... 


“FOOTY FAN” IS NOW ON SALE 
WEEKLY! 
HH RT 
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Enjoy the only stout to 
deserve the name Foster’s 


We reserved the famous name of Foster’s for a 
stout that really deserves it! This is it — a round, 
mellow flavor, free of sharpness, rich and good to 
drink. If you’re a judge of stout or about to 


discover its pleasures — try a great stout — CARLTON 
| _ & UNITED 
FOSTER’S STOUT | TMIrED 
7 LIMITED 


CB375.54 
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This year, 1964, Carlton celebrates its 
Centenary and the other night we 
attended their Centenary Dinner just 
prior to the opening of this season. 


The Guests of Honour included the 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Councillor Leo 
Curtis, who has been a rabid Carlton sup- 


porter for many years. Also, Sir Kenneth 
Luke, President of the V.F.L. and who, 


for 27 years, was President of Carlton 


Football Club, whilst some of the old 
timers included the oldest living Carlton 
player, Vin Gardiner who was with the 
“Blues” way back in 1903. The Captain 
for the 1913-14-15 teams, Alan Wells, was 
also present. 


One of the features of the night was 
the presentation of guernseys to, the new 
recruits and although this happens in 
every league club every year, this was the 
first time I'd witnessed the ceremony. The 
young players who have made the list for 
the first time are called individualy and 
one of the greats of the past presents him 
with his guernsey. 


Under these circumstances, naturally 
many impressive things are spoken about 
the club and its traditions but to my 
mind, it was interesting to make the com- 
parison of Vin Gardiner, the goal-sneak of 
the carly nineteen hundreds standing 5 
ft. 5 ins., with the present day 6 ft. odd 
full forward. Brighton Diggins, who came 
across from South Melbourne to Captain 
and Coach the “Blues” for their 1938 


Premiership. made the point to the: new. - 


aspiring centre player that a centre man 
is like the centre of the human body — 
everything pivots from it and if it is not 
functioning perfectly, then everything else 
is disjointed. Brighton stressed on _ his 
young charge that it didn’t matter ‘so 
much how many kicks during the game 
a centre player got, more important was 


what he did with his kicks. 


Bert Deacon, the 1947 Brownlow Medal 
Winner, presented his old number (23) 
to lan Nankervis, a promising rover from 
Mildura, and hoped that the No. 23 
brought as much luck and pleasure to 
young Jan as it did to himself. One thing 
is for certain, young Ian who is a dapper 
little rover will not thrill the Carlton sup- 
porters in the same position as Bert who 
stood 6 ft. 1 ins., lithe of build and whom 


the scribes have rated as the most graceful © 


centre half back since the war. 
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The Coach, Ken (Solvol) Hands, pre- 
sented the star recruit full forward Jim 
Miller, with his guernsey. Because there 
had been so much reminiscing, Ken got 
to speaking about Harry “Soapy” Val- 
lence, the greatest of all Carlton full for- 
wards who became famous for his 65 to 


Lou Richards said ‘'He's tougher than Ned.” 


70 yard goals. In speaking to young Mil- 
ler, Ken was not asking him to emulate 


‘“Soapy” with such prodigious kicks but ~ 


assured the aspiring full forward that the 
Committee and the supporters would be 
thrilled if he could “pop” them through 
from a mere 30 yards. 


There were many stories of the tough 
old players and several “rippers’’? were 
told about the late Paddy O’Brien, Bob 
Chitty, Jack Hale and others. But I 
sensed that Chitty must take the boquet 
because at the press table, I was seated 
between the great “Captain Blood”, Jack 
Dyer and Bert Deacon and as soon as 
Chitty’s name was mentioned, both burst 
into spontaneous acclamation. 


Jack says that Bob was like a rubber 
ball — no matter how many times you 
knocked him down, he’d bounce straight 
up again, and Bob’s motto was ‘The 
tougher it is, the better he liked it’. Jack 
said you never tried to hit Chitty in a 
pack — if you had to meet him, make 
certain it was in the open because he had 
a beautiful right. Matched up against the 
other tough players of his era, Bob was 


Jack Dyer said ‘'Bob Chitty was like a 
rubber ball.’’ 


CHITTY — A “RUBBER BALL” 


really a handful, standing at a mere 5 ft. 
10 ins. and weighing 12 stone, but he was 
afraid of nobody or anything. Sir Kenneth 
Luke told the story about the Grand Final 
against Collingwood when two days prior 
to the match, Bob cut the top off his 
finger at work. Everyone at Carlton, bar 
Bob. knew he couldn't play, but not only 
did he run onto the field with his finger 
encased in a special aluminium protector 
and heavily bandaged, but before the first 
quarter had finished, after being kicked on 
this finger, he had thrown away both 
bandage and protector and played the rest 
of the game with the raw bone protruding. 


Do you recall a few years back a local 
company decided to make a film of the 
life of Ned Kelly and the automatic choice 
to play the feature part was Bob Chitty. 
At the time, Alf Brown, the Herald Foot- 
ball writer, sought the opinions of some 
of our better known players and perhaps 
Lou Richards summed it up best by saying 
“Ned Kelly was never as tough as Bob 
Chitty”. 


I never umpired Bob Chitty in a League 
match, but I did have an experience with 
him when he was coaching in the Ovens 
and Murral League about 1949 or 1950. 
Bob had a broken wrist and was told not 
to play by the club doctor and Committee, 
but as his side was struggling, he had a 
special leather guard made and ‘strapped 
on his wrist. I made him place a lot of 
cotton wool and then a bandage over it 
just in case Bob’s judgement was astray 
and he accidentally missed the ball and 
hit one of his opponents with the leather 
guard. He subsequently played the nexi 
10 matches with his forearm protected by 
this guard and at the end of the season, 
had to have the bone re-set and the wrist 
placed in plaster. Of course he was no 
umpire’s dream, but all who met him and 
played with or against him had respect for 
the great Bob Chitty. 


P.S. I wonder whether the day will 
come when ex umpires shall be invited to 
present whistles and white shirts to up 
and coming ‘men in white’’. 


Page Thirteen 


Brian: “Hard match, eh Bob?” 


Bob: “Haven't played many harder. 
Glad we were fit.” 


Brian: “That’s Milk for you ---- another?” 
Bob: <“Fill’er up...” £m" 
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BILL GOGGIN — Geelong’s Fastest Cat 


After 92 games and six years of football — a stage where most V.F.L. 
small men are packing their bags and looking for country coaching “plums” 
— Geelong’s star rover Bill Goggin has taken up professional running to 
help improve his football. And while finding an extra “‘yard” at an age where 
many contemporaries are losing it, Bill won two sprint races — the Corio 


Shire 100 yards and the Sebastapol Gift. 


This year, Bill should have one of his 
best seasons, for he will be faster and 
stronger than ever before, and feels he is 
just reaching his prime. 


A veteran of 24 years, Sill joined the 
club in 1958, from a fotball family. 
Brother Matt was one of Geelong’s top 
footballers at the time, and when Bill ar- 
rived at Kardinia Park for his first run, 
selectors and supporters were looking for 
a second Matt. However, they found a 
different type of player — smaller, equally 
as fast, and terrier-like in pursuit or pos- 
session of the ball. 


Bill came from the North Geelong Foot- 
ball. Club, the home of such “giants” as 
Ken Hands, where he had his first taste 
of success by playing in a premiership 
team in open competition when only 15 
years old. He had a season with the Under 
19 team (then the thirds) and between his 
first and second seasons grew in size and 
strength so much that he by-passed the 
Reserves team, and found himself roving 
for the senior team. 


N 


@ Bill the athlete at Osborne Park, North 
Geelong, winning the 100 yards at the Corio 
Gift meeting. 
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BROTHERS REPRESENT VICTORIA 


In 1960, it was a proud moment for 
the Goggin family when both Bill and 
Matt were chosen to represent Victoria. 
Not since the days of the Hardiman 
brothers, in 1931, had_ brothers 
chosen in the same year to represent the 
State. 

Since, the name Goggin has become 
part of interstate football, for Bill ‘played 
for Victoria again in 1962 and last year, 


and it will be surprising if he does not. 


don the guernsey with the big white “V” 
again this year. | 


So. 


@ Bill with brother Matt Goggin when both 
were chosen to represent Victoria. 


Strangely, Bill’s name does not appear 
among the list of Geelong Football Club 
best and fairest winners, but twice Bill was 
runner-up for the award, and has been in 


the voting every year. However, he still 


has years of top grade football before him, 
with ample chance to make amends. 

As one of the “old brigade” only 
Fred Wooller, who joined the club from 
Bacchus Marsh in 1956, has more senior 
games up — Bill was one of the most 
thrilled players when Geelong won _ its 
first premiership in 11 years last season, 
for he had watched the club rise from the 
doldrums to finish third in 1962 and first 
in 1963. 

A measure of his ability is that he has 
retained his position as first rover since 
the club ‘drew from the ruck” and _ be- 
gan the climb upwards which it climaxed 
last year. 

At the end of last season, when the 
roving partner and close friend Colin Rice 
accepted an attractive offer from Glenelg, 
S.A., Bill would’ have been justified in 
seeking a top, well-paid coaching job. His 
approach was the opposite, however, for 
he began to explore ways in which he 
could improve his pace and ability for 
Geelong. After a long talk with the club’s 
head trainer (Arthur Edgerton) who has 
been training professional 
many years, Bill decided to take on pro- 
fessional running. 

He had run professionally six. years be- 
fore, without success, and had abandoned 


been, 


runners for 


hope of winning races in_ professional 
ranks, but he stepped on to the training 
track at Osborne Park, North Geelong, 
determined to at least make himself a 
better footballer. , 

However, he surprised both Arthur 
Edgerton and himself when he stretched 
out against a stop-watch a few weeks 
later and found he was running only five 
to six yards outside even time. Improving 
slightly all the time, Bill trained four and 
sometimes five nights a week throughout 
the summer, while other footballers were 
relaxing and adding a few pounds of un- 
wanted weight. 

In February, he lined up for his first 
races, at Keilor, and finished third in both 
the Keilor Gift and 75 yard sprint. 

By this,time, he had other footballers 
interested. and on training nights at Os- 
borne Park it began to look more like 
football training than athletics, as Tony 
Polinelli also took on professional running, 
then Graham Farmer, Colin Eales, John 
Brown, Bill Ryan and_ Bill’s young 
brother, Charlie Goggin, caught the 
sprinting ‘“‘bug”’. 

Another regular member of the group 
was Bob Gazzard, former Geelong foot- 
baller who lives at Winchelsea, 24 miles 
away, and who has been running pro- 
fessionally for several years. When the 
local Corio Gift was held om the home 
track, Bill was the favorite of the crowd, 
which gave him big ovations as he won 
his heats and semi-final of the 100 yards 
and Gift. In the Gift final, Bill tried hard, 
but found 31-year-old Rex Caldwell too 
good, and finished only inche from the 
winner in third place. 

Next came the 100 yards final, and Bill 
began brilliantly, was headed with 20 
yards to go, then used a football “throw” 
to get up and win by an inch. 


FOOTBALL ABILITY ASSET 


A week later, at, Sebastapol, Bill used 
the same “throw” to score narrowly in 
the final of the gift, and there is little 
doubt that he would have lost both races 
but for his football ability. 

During the 10 years of junior and 
senior football, Bill has learned to sprint 
at top speed while leaning bent at right 
angle from the waist while he picked up 
a football or tackled’ an: opponent. ‘This 
knack of being able to run in a position 
which would cause most runners to fall 
headlong gave Bill the extra inch or two 
which enabled him to head the tape first 
in both his sprint wins. 

Bill now is running about 10.4 for the 
100 yards, and will be the fastest man in 
Geelong's lineup this year. 

Meanwhile, he is overcoming a slight 
loss of weight caused by running, by 
drinking three and four pints of milk daily 
and building his strength in his job at the 
International Harvester Company’s works 
at North Shore. 

So with extra pace and what is probably 
the best ruck combination in the V.F.L. 
— Graham Farmer, John Yeates, Paul 
Vinar and John Watts — to back him, 
Bill Goggin seems set for his best season 
yet. 


Page Fifteen 


arr Male 


MICK BONE (Collingwood) 


Aged 22, 5 ft. 6 ins. tall, and 11 st. 7 
Ibs. Mick worked his way up from the 
thirds to the Seniors in 1962. Nuggety 
and determined little rover who never 
stops giving his best for the magpies. He 
and his fellow partner, David Norman, 
have given Collingwood much _ needed 
dash around the packs. 


Mick won the best first year player 
award in 1962 and has played 25 senior 
games for the magpies. Mick is single and 
his other sporting hobbies are swimming 
and running. He is a very good runner, 
and all this certainly adds up to fitness 
for this young “Magpie”. 


@ BRIAN BUCKLEY (Carlton) 


_ A 6 ft., 13 stone ruckman Brian Buckley 
is in his ninth season with the Blues, and 
is one of the most popular players, not 
only on the field, but with officials and 
fans alike. “Buck” is a very modest fellow 
who has little to say and I’m sure it 
would take a real crisis to upset or ruffle 


without delay. 
free credit. 
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this stalwart, even though he has been, 
dropped from the first game. 


Of the recruits so far this season, Miller 
and Gallagher have impressed him most. 


Asked who he rated his strongest op- 
ponent in his long career, he unhesitat- 
ingly named’ Geelong champion ruckman 
Polly Farmer. John Nicholls whom he 
considers is going to have a fantastic 
future also is one of the greats. Essendon 
captain and interstate star, Jack Clarke, 
is the best footballer “Buck” has encoun- 
tered, “he is so polished in every depart- 
ment of our great game.” 


Brian is now working foreman for team 
mate, John Benetti, in the building trade. 


Brian is best known for his cool play in 
defence particularly in a close and hectic 
finish. A great feature of his play is the 
strength in his hands and his long drop 
kicking, which oftens puts the team into 
attack. “Buck” lives in the northern 
suburb of Fawkner with his charming 
wife, Beverley, and three children and 
when he finally hangs up his boots, he 
will be content to take his family to the 
football and watch as a spectator. 


—Lindsay Stewart 


KEN BECK (continued) 


squash, and long runs — keeping me 
mentally fresh and alert. [ have tried to 
build up my pace this season, without 
losing strength (through pre-season squash 
and running) but I have to watch myself 


3 months’ 


in Town 


as I tend to lose weight whilst training. 
Ken has no ambitions outside Hawthorn 
at present — he is keen to develop him- 
self further as a ruckman, and hopes to 
represent the Hawk’s for a long time to 
come. He hasn’t any real thoughts of In- 
terstate representations, but typical of his 
attitude, would really like to play along- 
side seventeen others, helping to win 
Hawthorn’s second premiership! Ken even 
remarked than running out onto the Glen- 
ferrie Oval for the first time was a greater 
thrill for him than playing in last year’s 
finals, before the huge crowd at the 
M.C.G:! 


In future years, Ken would like to 
coach and paés on some of the practical 
knowledge he is gaining at present, but 
he may have to wait some time, for on a 
former Stawell firl — will be remaining 
close to Hawthorn’s headquarters, much 
to Hawk Fans pleasure! 


Ken Beck — MHawthorn’s “KING- 


SIZED” Ruckman — can really be said 


to have a “KING-SIZED” future. 


ec 
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THE NATIONA SCENE 


By Bruce Ande 


Port Adelaide; Swan Districts; Geelong ? 
Will these Pennant winners of 1963 
again set the standard? 

It is too early to forecast the likely 
premiers of the various State Leagues, but 
opening rounds in all States would indi- 
cate another record season in all aspects 
of the game. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The most interesting devclopment could 
be in Adelaide. where for the first time 
in +3 years the South Australian League 
has increased the number of teams in the 
senior compctition. 


Central District and Woodville the two 
new teams had been “blooded” in the 
Reserves for a few years pending their 
promotion. 


Central’s home ground at the new satel- 
lite town of Elizabeth, is possibly the best 
turfed ground in Australia and takes 
football to the outer fringe of Adelaide 
where it has great potential for future 
development. 


Woodville is an older established club 
which will also move into a new head- 
quarters ground within a year or two. It 
is interesting to note that the last team 
admitted to the South Ausralian League 
was Glenelg in 1921. It took the Seasiders 
five years to win their match, so Centrals 
and Woodville are not likely to become 
depressed with early defeats in their first 
matches of senior competition. 


MORE EXPERIENCED PLAYERS 


Both teams have been strengthened by 
the infusion of players, with senior cx- 
perience. Players such as Ken Eusticce, 
1962 Magarey Medal winner who is 
coaching Centrals; and Woodville’s new 
Icaders, former Port Adelaide champions, 
Harold McDonald and Lloyd Zucker. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


The West’ Australian League had a re- 
cord first day attendance for its opening 
and officials are confident of having their 
10th successive record season. 


Pre-season predictions that Swans’ idol, 
Captain- Coach Haydn Bunton was return- 
ing to Adelaide have proved to be un- 
founded and the tough little rover will 
again lead his side to what he hopes will 
be yet another premiership and a further 
step to football fame. 
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INTERSTATE INTEREST HIGH 


The interstate matches will hold the 
spotlight this year. Although both South 
Australia and Western Australia have lost 
interstate stars to Victoria, they are con- 
fident of beating the Vic’s in what should 
prove to be the most interesting State 
Games for’ years. South Australia de- 
feated Victoria on the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground for the first time in 37 years last 
season. They meet on the Adelaide Oval 
on 6th June and if the weather is fine a 
record crowd for an interstate match in 
Adelaide is expected. 


The Western Australians are touring 
East this year when they will play against 
South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania in 
what should prove a strenuous tour. Vas- 
inania has also lost a few of its State 
champions —— they defeated Western Aus- 
tralia-at Perth last year — but this small 
State with the big football heart has the 
remarkable knack of bobbing up with po- 
tential champions year after year, and 
they are confident of again beating the 
Westerners at “home”, especially if the 
ground is wet and heavy. 


In the Northa triangular scries of Inter- 
state matches will be played between Can- 
berra, New South Wales and Queens- 
land. 


QUEENSLAND 


While in the far North much interest 
will be taken in the match between Papua 
and North Queensland (Cairns and 
Townsville) to be played at Townsville on 
13th June. This match will mark the 
official opening of Keyatta Park which 


“working bees’ formed by players and 
officials has converted from wasteland in- 
to a well grassed Australian Football 
ground — as part of Townsville’s centens 
ary celebrations. 


NSW. 


Australian Football in Sydney could also 
have its best season ever. Western Suburbs 
Club has the standard through its licensed 
clubs and every other club is on its toes to 
topple Wests, last year’s premiers. 


Athol Webb, former Melbourne and 
Tasmanian star is playing coach of Wests. 


The University of New South Wales has 
fielding teams in the Canberra League 
Grade competitions. 


This season, whilst in Brisbane the Uni- 
versity of Queensland is fielding three 
teams this season —— two in the Reserve 
Grade and one team in the Colts grade. 

The Teachers’ ‘Training College is field- 
ing a team in the Reserve Grade of the 


“Queensland League for the first time. 


TIME ON 


Essendon skipper Jack Clarke faces a 
momentous season. He is to be accorded 
a testimonial by the club in his 14th year 
with the Senior cighteen. A Sub-Commit- 
tee has been formed comprising Messrs. 
Clive Ward. Bill Brew. Les Turner, Wally 
Colliss, Cyril Sutherland. and Tom Clarke, 
and the aim is to raise a tidy sum in 
recognition of the wonderful service Jack 
has rendered the club. He is one of the 
“Dons” all time greats. 

HOWARD HUGHES 


“A to Z Mercery”’ 


CORNER VICTORIA AND PEEL STREETS, WEST MELBOURNE 
(opposite Victoria Market) 


FOR 


EVERYTHING IN HIGH CLASS MEN’S WEAR 


Alterations and Repairs done at moderate cost. 


10% DISCOUNT TO ALL CLIENTS MENTIONING THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT 
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Is Australian Rules Equipped To Meet The Challenge? 


In the past half century the Australian game of football has meandered 
serenly onward unchallenged. Lauded by press, radio and television, the un- 
disputed lord of our Winter sports scene. Rugby has always been derided as 
opposition and we have little fear from that particular game. However, 
there can be no doubt now that Australian Rules is to be seriously challenged 


by International Soccer. 


The round ball game has a marked ad- 
vantage over our football in so much that 
they can have a possible tour from the 
choice of some eighty countries playing 
Soccer. The local Soccer administration 
have their own troubles in being re- 
admitted to the international soccer orbit 
due to the non-payment of migrant 
player‘s transfer fees, however, when 
these problems are overcome, and touring 
teams are enticed to Australia the soccer 
people here jubilantly claim the game will 
expand like wildfire. 


TIGHTEN ADMINISTRATION 


There can be no doubt that both these 
Wintertime attractions are both fine ball 
games, and, if our Australian game is not 
to loose further ground in the years to 
come we must tighten our administration 
with a thought if any blatant mistakes be 
made we can be sure that our opponents, 
with a wealth of world wide experience to 
draw upon, will benefit by any such mal- 
administration. In the long range plan 
necessary for our continued dominance of 
the Winter scene all must be prepared to 


place the game above all else, and ease . 


somewhat the unrelenting club interests; 
and secondly, complete harmony between 
all our governing bodies in Victoria. This 
does not appear to be a fact and one can 
only be apprehensive at the latest proposed 
move to scrap club clearances between the 
V.F.L. and V.F.A. Surely this is a mistake 
dnd could be the fore-runner of the open 
warfare with only Soccer to benefit. 


ASSIST LOWER TEAMS 


Any genuine plan for the maximum ad- 
vancement of football in Melbourne must 
include the means for the promotion and 
relegation of the weaker and improving 
clubs. It is the life blood of the mighty 
football organisations in Britain; and why 
ig it beneath our two senior bodies, vir- 


legation must be a great asset to Mel- 
bourne football as it woul dcreate incen- 
tive. Why should a club who finishes 
on the bottom of the premiership ladder 
year after year be permitted again, year 
after year, to play in the top grade of 
football when it is possible for teams from 
the V.F.A. to be built up to challenge 
effectively. There is one club in the V.F.L. 
who haev not won a premiership for some 
thirty years and others who have never 
won a flag. Too often we hear the same 
cry, usually mid-season, “We have no 
chance this year and are experimenting 
for next season now’. What a wonderful 
position to be in! A team not good enough 
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— By SAM OWEN 


but sure to be there for years. Hawthorn 
and Footscray, the last two clubs admitted 
to the top competition, have both won a 
flag and now have a fine tradition. If these 
clubs can make the grade why not others? 


It is now common knowledge that in 
the early post-war years the V.F.L. pro- 
posed such a scheme to the Association 
only to be rejected by the V.F.A. Perhaps 
that body now realising the danger from 
soccer may be more co-operative. One 
would have to be an optimist to imagine 
they have made marked increases in 
attendances since the war despite- their 
fine efforts in fostering clubs in the out- 
laying areas. How can the Association now 
justify any opposition to a. two division 
plan with the V.F.L. when they have al- 
ready realised that necessity in their own 
competition. It must have been a won- 
derful thrill for the players and committec 
of the sccond division Association side 
who were promoted last season. They were 
well rewarded for a fine effort during the 
sason. What of the premiers of the first 
division? 

Are they not also to be permitted to 
move another step forward? The Associ- 
tion clubs must realise that the players in 
their ranks who are potential champions 
must be forever restless with thoughts of 
the League clubs, simply because the 
set-up under which they play will never 
allow them tu play in the top competition. 
Under a wto division scheme, clubs would 
be quite within their rights to hold cham- 
pions and would undoubtedly draw a 
better type of recruit. Many clubs are 
now claiming that the only future of the 
V.F.A. lies in a Sunday competition. This 
may be a fact but the clubs will still have 
to battle with hostile city -councils and 
many reluctant players. 


IMPROVE GROUNDS 


Of course no sane organisation could 
propose any amalgamation scheme without 
giving great thought to the football 
grounds. The problem is arising in both 
competitions. In my lifetime of interest in 
football with few exceptions football 
grounds have not improved from the pre- 
war years, so it appears that under the 
present set-up there are too many ob- 
stacles, such as_ sky-rocketing building 
costs, to be overcome and an alternate 
plan is desirable. Many grounds could well 
be scrapped altogether, as, although they 
may have fine playing surfaces the ex- 
pansion for spectator accommodation im- 
provements is hopeless. To name two, we 
have Richmond, and Sandringham in the 
V.F.A. Perhaps one idea to overcome the 
problems of an overall ground improve- 
ment ‘could be the sharing of the best 


grounds by two clubs, one from each di- 
vision. Clubs sharing the one ground has 
unlimited advantages such as liaison and 
harmony between the two clubs, greater 
improvements to.the grounds because of 
the sharing of costs and the most desirable 
all from the supporters point of view, is 
that even if their club becomes weak 
enough to be relegated they could still 
support their team on a major well de- 
veloped ground. 

No discussion on football grounds could 
be completed without reference to the big 
unused one, the mighty M.C.G. It is hard 
to believe that a group of alleged business 
men could allow the greatest sports 
stadium in Australia to lie unproductive 
on nine Saturdays in the football season. 
Could it happen anywhere else in the 
world? How long will it take before the 
Trustees of the M.C.G. will have political 
pressure applied by soccer interests with 
the use of the unused ground on the off 
Saturday? Will we one day see a soccer 
match played before a hundred thousand 
fans on the turf that was once the home 
of Australian Rules. It will be a fatal mis- 
take if selfish club interests are to prevail 
further in retarding the maximum use of 
this ground. Perhaps these clubs are even 
jeopardising their chances of winning a 
premiership as, if the flag must be won 
on the surface of the M.C.G. why not give 
their players the use of that surface on 
every possible occasion. We all know that 
there would be minor catering problems 
but one would not have to be a genius 
to make financial adjustments. 


WAVERLEY 


No doubt wiser men than I have given 
great thought to the V.F.L. investment in 
real estate at Waverley but could it be a 
white elephant? The Melbourne public 
still have the problems of the Sandown 
Park Racing Club in their minds. They 
have apparently not had the necessary 
finance to complete the racecourse when 
the ground is built, what is to be it’s 
function? Is the match of the day to be 
played at Waverley? How could selfish 
club interests be agreeable to travel what 
in most cases would be a further twenty 
miles, when they have repeatedly refused 
to use a magnificent central ground for 
that same function. What is to happen at 
the M.C.G.? Is the ground to be handed 
on a plate to the Soccer interests, as, if 
in future years, Australian Rules has no 
use for the ground there is no possible 
doubt as to the Winter sport to be played 
there. 

All these problems, and others, are 
urgent gentlemen. Is it not possible to 
have a round table conference immediately 
this season is completed? A _ conference 
with mutual respect and appreciation for 
the fine work of both parties. Surely there 
is a prominent man who loves our game 
enough to sponsor a unified football scene, 
then, perhaps, one day we may have an- 
other to be ranked with the imomirtal 
names of Liston. Harrison and Brownlow. 


What do you think? 
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Testimonial Dinner to J. M. Fleming 


On the 25th of March, at Tudor Court, the Richmond Football Club 
gave a Testimonial Dinner to their past President, Maurie Fleming, in recog- 
nition of his 26 years of official service to the Tigers. 


The popularity of this remarkable man, was shown when 250 people 
from all walks of life gathered to show their appreciation of the wonderful 
work he has done for the Richmond Football Club and perhaps more than 


anything — Charity. 


Under the chairmanship of Mr. R. H. 
Dunn, who succeeded Maurie on his re- 
tirement as President at the end of last 
season, the first toast of the guest of 
honour was proposed by Mr. Frank 
O’Brien, a former player and vice presi- 
dent. Mr. O’Brien paid tribute to his 
excellent organising ability, and success as 
one of football’s best and most liked 
figures, especially during his term as sec- 
retary and president. 

His association with the Richmond 
Football Club originated when Maurie 
was a talent scout in 1925. He was elected 
a vice president in 1937; became Hon. 
Secretary in 1940; was appointed their 
first full time Secretary in 1948; assumed 
office as Public Relations Officer in 1956 
— and as President in 1958. Last year he 
relinquished that position, due to bad 
health, and was appointed a Patron of the 
Club. 

The foregoing is only a brief resume 
of Maurie’s association with the Tigers 
and we do not think it necessary to go 
much further in this respect, as all foot- 
ball followers are fully aware that he was 
one of the most capable, energetic, and 
respected officials ever to represent any 
football club in Australia. 


The second toast to the guest of honour 
was proposed by Mr. F. J. Riley, former 
Secretary of the Manufacturing Grocers 
Union, of which Maurie was organising 
secretary for nearly 25 years. It was dur- 
ing this speech that we learned about the 
tremendous amount of work Maurie has 
done for charity, and about which few 
people are aware. The nearest and dearest 
of all his charity work was the Sports- 
men’s Ward at Prince Henry’s Hospital. 


SPORTSMEN’S WARD FUND 


As an everlasting monument to football, 
the Sportsmen’s Ward Fund was estab- 
lished in 1935, and the prime movers of 
this fund were Maurie Fleming, the late 
Wally Crichton (former Essendon Presi- 
dent), Bill Newton (former Hawthorn 
Secretary), and Percy Bentley (Carlton 
Vice President and former Richmond 
Captain). 

Their aim was to raise £10,000 to es- 
tablish a Sportsmen’s Ward in the then, 
new hospital. With the aid of a small but 
energetic body of sportsmen which include 
other great footballers in Jack Dyer, the 
late Haydyn Bunton, Dick Reynolds, John 
Coleman, Roy Wright and many others, 
this committee has now raised the mag- 
nificént sum of over £200,000, and now 
have the whole of the 4th floor wards 
known as Sportmen’s Wards. 

This is only one of the many charities 
to receive Maurie’s support over the years, 
and even today he is putting all his energy 
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and efforts into the Asthma Appeal, in 
which he is Executive Officer of the 
Country Division. 


In his reply, Maurie assured all those 
present that his interest and support will 
always be with the Tigers, as his ambition 
is to see them back to the honoured place 
they held on the Premiership Ladder in 
the 20’s, 30’s, and early 40’s. He also 
paid tribute to “his greatest inspiration in 
his football and charitable work” — his 
beloved wife Ivy. Mrs. Fleming has been 
with him in every activity during the past 
26 years, and she too, has been granted 
a number of Life Governorships of various 
Hospitals and Institutions in Melbourne in 
recognition of her untiring work. 


Followng Maurie’s reply to the toasts, 
Mr. Ray Dunn made a suitable presenta- 
tion to him on behalf of the Richmond 
Football Club and his many friends in the 
sporting world. 


The staff of Footy Fan would also like 
to extend to Mr. Fleming and his good 
lady the best of all good health and for- 
tune in the coming years, and with the 
firm hope that now that the days of hard 
work and strain are ending, their health 
will greatly improve to enable them to 
enjoy their retirement. 


ASTHMA APPEAL 


As we mentioned in our article on the 
Maurie Fleming Testimonial Dinner, he is 
at present putting all his energy into mak- 
ing a success of this worthy appeal. 

As a tribute to Maurie Fleming and all 
the work he has done for others, we urge 
all Footy Fans to support Asthma Sunday 
on the 26th of April. Appeal cards will 
be delivered to 750,000 homes in Victoria, 
to try and raise £300,000. If you are one 
of the lucky ones to receive an envelope, 
try your hardest to fill the enclosed card, 
and thus ensure the success of this im- 
portant appeal. If you do not receive a 
letter (and we are sure you will still want 
to support the appeal if you don’t receive 
one) you can send your donation direct to 
the appeal headquarters at 578 St. Kilda 
Road, Melbourne. 

Here are a few facts that we are sure 
will make you want to support the appeal 
to the fullest:— 

1. There are more than 300,000 asth- 
matics in Victoria alone. 

2. One in every four persons suffer 
from Asthma, Hay Fever or Eczema. 

3. 400 people (children and adults) die 
each year in Australia from diseases relat- 
ing to Asthma. . 

4. We cannot disclose his name, but one 
of Richmond’s best players is an asthmatic 
and there are many other players from all 
clubs who suffer with Hay Fever, etc. 
Other famous sportsmen, and women, such 
as Peter Thompson, Dawn Fraser and 
Adrian Quist, to name just a few, suffer 
from respiratory problems. 

It’s now up to you — give the Asthma 
Appeal your strongest support to help 
elleviate the suffering of thousands of 
babies, men and women both young and 
old, caused through this disease. 


@ Maurie Fleming, M.B.E. — 26 years service to the Tigers. 
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BEING A COUNTRY RECRUIT», 10 nse 


Have you ever given any thought to 
how a country boy feels when he first hits 
the City to train with a League Club? 
Well, let’s think about it! . 


Seventeen, eighteen, nineteen years, his 
whole life has been spent living in rather 
a tiny world, certainly his outlook on life 
and his confidence is not as great as his 
city counterpart. 


ALL ALONE 


He suddenly finds himself in a bustling 
city, with no real friends, and more often 
than not with people he has never met 
before, or even worse still, in a Hotel and 
on his own. 


What will he do with himself? His 
people at home have told him to see cer- 
tain places, but how does he get there — 
even more frightening is, can he find his 
way back? How will he be received at 
the club of his choice? Will the officials 
and players talk to him? Will he find the 
form he ‘knows he is capable of back 
home? Will the Club tell him at the end 
of a week that he is not yet ready or 
will they tell him he has the necessary 
ability to make it. 


“This is all too frightening, I’m going 
home’’, is sometimes his conclusion. 


These are just a few of the thoughts 
that constantly worry a country boy who 
has come to try his luck in League foot- 
ball. 


You see, at home in his own small 
world he was ‘‘King of the Mugs” but 
now he realises he is “Mug of the Kings”, 
and lets face it, it’s a big change. So, next 
time you watch a country recruit who has 
made the grade, remember the extra battle 
he had to overcome and remember for 
every one who makes it — fifty go home. 


BECOMING SUCCESSFUL 


At the end of the third week he is 
still there and even now his confidence is 
greater. “If I can last three weeks why 
not a football lifetime. Besides everyone 
at home is confident I can do it and I 
can’t disappoint them.” The officials and 
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SUBSCRIBER'S COUPON 


Have regular copies of ‘Footy Fan" posted, 
by mailing this coupon to “FOOTY FAN”, 
82W TOORAK ROAD, SOUTH YARRA, VIC- 
TORIA. 


Please send me 23 issues for which I! 
inelude 46/-, which includes postage. 
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players are talking to him, the players are 
kicking the ball to him and suddenly he 
realises that all but the experienced have 
had the same thoughts and doubts that 
he had. He has at last settled down and 
is now ready to show his best form. He 
thinks he has reached his climax when 
suddenly he is informed he has made -the 
list. Ramember that he has at last realised 
an ambition, something that all small boys 
dream of, and that is he has made the 
grade in a League club, the club of his 
choice. He now has the opportunity to 
represent the greatest football club ever 
— his club. 


OVERCONFIDENCE A DANGER 


Only then does he realise just how far 
he still has to go. Remember he is still 
only.a boy about to enter a man’s world. 
It is a dangerous time and many players 
who have also realised this position, fall, 
if only they realise it, even at this point. 
The fact that they have made it “‘goes to 
their head” and their confidence grows too 
fast. They want to take over, they discuss 
“old” players with other ‘‘old” players, 
they pass comments about the coach and 
officials to other players and little do they 
know it but they are already on their way 
out. But still, we are talking about the 
successful recruit. 


Even thoughts he has made the grade 
keeps his feet on the ground knowing he 
has only just started. He makes sensible 
conversation with other players, he calls 
the officials “Mister” until told otherwise, 
and he does his utmost to do what the 
coach sets him to do because now he 
must get fitter than at any time in his 
life. His time is now very limited before 
the opening of the season. 


Also at this stage he is confronted with 
another major problem. His place of 
living and his employment. 


NEXT WEEK — “A Home and a Job”. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF A LEAGUE 
FOOTBALLER 


The final practice match signalled the 
end of the pre-season activity, and the 
beginning of the real hard work for the 
old player and recruit alike. 


The important difference is that the 
recruit no longer is a recruit, but the part 
of a team determined to win the Premier- 
ship in one of the toughest competitions 
in the sporting field. He will find himself 
somewhat bewildered by the seriousness of 
the officials in their approach to the game, 
the intensity with which his team mates 
approach their training, and finally the 
importance placed on his game even if it 
is with the Reserve Eighteen. 


Very little praise will be given to him 
for his performance, but all his errors 
will be pointed out, all his faults enlarged 
upon, his demeanour, both on and off the 
field, will undoubtedly be referred to, and 
he will be quite concerned for many 
weeks as to just how he is really shaping 
up. In a little while he will realise that 
he is not on his own in this respect, that 
every player from the captain and the 
vice-captain down to.this very new recruit, 
are all worrying about their game and 
how to improve it. 


When he realises this very important 
fact, he will train even harder, doing the 
things the coach is demanding of him, 
try all the difficult things on the track 
he never believed possible, kicking and 
sprinting until his heart pounds at an 
alarming rate, but gradually loving his 
Club more each night, respecting and ad- 
miring his team mates, rejoicing in their 
acceptance of him as an equal, until one 
day he realises with a shock that he is not 
a recruit any more, but a regular player, 
and a very good one at that. 


So. having arrived, he can look back ag 
the road he has travelled and marvel ag 
the manner of his progress, and in grati- 
tude and in the knowledge of what he 
himself experienced ,he will then en- 
deavour to help the new recruit of: his 
time along the football road, and find that 
in so doing he rewards himself even more. 
He has now really become a good Club 
man, and is proud of his Club and its 
performance, and even though others. may 
try to defeat hts team, to drag & down 
by all manners and means, ha will fighs 
to keep his Club at the top of the lad» 
der. 


KKKGNKAAKNA NANNIES INES 
MYSTERY PLAYER 


WHO IS THE MYSTERY PLAYER ON PAGE 22? 


If you know, send your answer to— 
““MYSTERY PLAYER’? COMPETITION, 


C/- Footy Fan Magazine, 
82W Toorak Road, South Yarra, Vie. 


The first six correct or nearest eorrect 
entries opened win a FREE SUBSCRIPTION OF 
“FOOTY FAN’? FOR THE SEASON. Entries close 
on April 30, 1964. 


ENNIS 
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BULLDOGS’ NEW CENTRE HALF FORWARD 


+ “There is one word which sums up 
‘footballers in Victoria and that is... 
QUICK!” 


This is the opinion of Footscray’s re- 
cruit centre half forward Frank Johnson, 
from South Fremantle. 


Frank is yet another man from the West 
with bright prospects of making a name 
for himself in the highly competitive Vic- 
torian Football League competition. He 
says he has been impressed at training 
and: in practice games by the “quickness” 
of the Footscray players. 


“Our blokes in Western Australia can 
run just as fast and kick as far, but the 
whole tempo here is quicker. 


“Here, the players no sooner get the 
ball than they have sent it on to someone 
else. The handball seems almost automatic, 
and the players are right ‘on their toes. 
Over in the West it .is a little more 
leisurely.” 


However, there seems little doubt that 
Frank will soon adapt himself to the 
Victorian style of play. He possesses ample 
dash and the ability to get the ball and 
keep it moving. 


Frank has represented Western Aus- 
tralia at both football and water polo. Be- 
cause of commitments as a State water 
polo player he played only 70 games with 
South Fremantle in seven seasons. 


For a long time he has harbored an 
ambition to play in the Victorian Football 
League. 


He chose Footscray because of praise 
for the club given by former Bulldog de- 
fender Marty McDonnell, who was coach 
of South Fremantle last year. 


Marty has ‘this to say about Frank: “He 
is tough, plays the game hard, is a tip-top 
mark, and altogether is a handy man to 
have in a side”. 

‘The red-haired Frank possesses a raw- 
boned physique — he’s 6 ft. 14 ins., and 
134 stone — which makes him a forward 
capable of taking hard knocks, and re- 
turning a few. 


He is 27 years old but docs not feel 
that he has left it too late to break into 
LeLague football. In fact he is confident 
he has plenty of football left in him. 


Frank predicts: “I reckon I can play 
four years with Footscray”. 


What could help him achieve this is the 
fact that he is a teetotaller and non- 
smoker. He believes in keeping himself in 
good. physical trim. 


Within two days of arriving in Mel- 
bourne in January, Frank had _ trained 
with Footscray Swimming Club’s water 
polo team and had also covered several 
circuits of a football field near Footscray 
Park. 


Frank temporarily went back to Perth 
for his marriage on February 28 to Miss 
Susan Blay, of Guildford, a suburb of 
Perth. 
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While driving on the long trip back to 
Melbourne, he had a solo training run on 
the Nullabor Plain — this probably made 
him the first athlete ever to train. in these 
desolate wastes. But Frank will not be 
running there again for he strained a calf 
muscle and missed Footscray’s opening 
practice match. 


The Johnsons are living in Geelong 
Road, . Footscray, and have’ quickly 
adapted themselves to the new life in the 
Bulldogs’ territory. They say they like 
Footscray and the people. 


When Frank first came over he worked 
in a hotel but this was later sold and he 
had to seek new employment. 


The club secured him a position as a 
car salesman with Haacks Motors, Volks- 
wagen distributors, in Footscray. He likes 
the job, and also the fact that he works 
only a short distance from the football 
ground. 

A thing that has amazed the former 
Western Australian is the amount of pub- 
licity given to Australian Rules in Mel- 
bourne. 

“There is nothing like this over in 
Perth,” he says. 

“Even the practice games here attract 
a great deal of attention.” 


—Roy Jamieson 
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KNOW YOUR COACH...) 


BOBBY ROSE 


Each week we propose to deal with a League football coach. It is fitting, 
perhaps, that we should first of all talk about a former Collingwood player 


who is in his first year as coach. 


“MR. FOOTBALL” RETURNS 


“Mr. Football,” they used to call him. 
Now he has returned to his own loved 
club, Collingwood, as coach, and, whether 
they support that club or some other club, 
all football lovers will express the hope 
that Bob Rose will be successful. 


Rose follows such great coaches as Jock 
McHale and Phonse Kyne, both of whom 
played a part in moulding him into =the 
great Collingwood tradition between 1946, 
when he, a raw youth, came from Nyah 
West, until he accepted a coaching posi- 
tion in the country at the end of 1955. In 
that period he played 151 games and 
kicked 197 goals, and rarely, if ever, did 
he play a poor game. 


ESTABLISHED CHAMPION 


His great value to Collingwood was 
that he was a strongly-built and tenacious 
rover, who could, and did, play at wing 
half forward and in other positions at 
times. He was 5 ft. 8 in. and, at 12st. was 
ideally built for his job. He had pace, skill 
and judgment, but it was his steely de- 
termination, plus clever ball handling and 
excellent kicking, that made him such a 
good player. He had the gift of inspiring 
team mates by his own play and his own 
strong will to win. 


There are many games that one can 
recall, but one that sticks firmly in one’s 
mind is a game at North Melbourne, 
where Bob, taking almost complete charge 
from the bounce, kicked eight goals in the 
first half. Most of them were from the 
half forward line, and on an angle, but 
his perfect timing made ,the goals look 
easy. 


LEAGUE FOOTBALL COACHES HAVE 
THEIR PROBLEMS 


Modest and quietly spoken, Bob is far 
removed from the universal conception of 
a loud talking, vehement type of coach 
who tries to bull-doze his players into 
doing what he wants them to do. But 


players will find that. they must not be 


fooled by that quiet manner. 

Bob learnt in a tough Collingwood 
school and was able to pass on to his 
country charges the things he was taught 
by McHale and Kyne, plus what he, by 
his own intelligence and keenness, had ab- 
sorbed in his 151 games. He knows the 
game —- that is certain — and already he 
has made his mark by the way he is 
handling his charges at Collingwood. He is 
a disciplinarian, and is sure to be listened 
to with great respect and attention when 
he endeavours to impart his own know- 
ledge. 
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COPELAND MEDAL FOUR TIMES 


He has had his share of awards. Be- 
tween 1949 and 1953 he won the Cope- 
land Medal four times. This award is 
made by the non-playing members of the 
selection committee for the best and fair- 
est player in the team. 


He won a Victorian jersey in 1943 and 
became a regular player for his State. 
Those in other States who saw him in 
action confirmed the Victorian conten- 
tion that he was the best rover in the 
code. In 1953, when the Australian 
championship was played in Adelaide, he 
won an Australian blazer, awarded for 
the first time. Twenty players from the 
various States were chosen, just as if a 
match was to be played against an over- 
seas’ team. 


An elder brother, Bill, played for the 
club, and a third brother, Kevin is climb- 
ing up the ladder. Kevin’s name was one 
of three mentioned as a possibility for 
captain — a sure indication that he too 
is a good player. 


Bob Rose went to Wangaratta Rovers 
from Collingwood. In seven years of 
coaching — and playing — he took his 
charges to two premierships, and twice 
they were runners-up. Only twice were 
they out of the four. Bob played most of 
the time at wing half forward, with an 
occasional turn on the ball. 


1964 PROSPECTS 


Asked about prospects for 1964 Rose 
said he had set his sights on a place in 
the four at least. “From what I have seen 
since I took over,” he said, ‘I feel we 
have the players capable of taking us that 
far. If we can win our early games that 
will give the boys just the confidence 
needed to take us higher. We have some 
excellent young players, who, I’m sure, 
will play their parts as they settle in.” 


But, although Rose didn’t discuss it, 
its known that Collingwood have a few 
problems. A centre half forward is one 
of them. Then they have John Mahon at 
centre half back. John is a fine player, but 
he is not really tall enough for that job. 
The rovers are good, but they lack the 
dynamic qualities of, say Bob Skilton, 
who would have 30 kicks in a match. The 
rucks could develop into a fair unit, and 
the form of Gabelich, Roper, Knox and 
Kev Rose as ruckmen or ruck-rovers has 
been good. The return of Ray Willett, too, 
has been welcomed. 


© Bob Rose returns to his own beloved club, 


CONGRATULATIONS T0:— 


Bob Rose, his first year as Coach. of the 
Magpies. 


* * 
Sergio Silvagni on his appointment as 


Captain of the Blues and to Maurie 
Sankey, Vice Captain. 


* * 
Ray Gabelich for his step up the ladder 


as Captain of the Magpies and to. his 
deputy, Ken Turner. 


* 2K 


Graham Arthur, being chosen to Cap- 
tain and Coach the Hawks. 


* * 


Richmond’s new coach, Len Smith.” .~ 
* * 
Allen Aylett and Noel Teasdale of 


North Melbourne, being Captain and*Wike 
Captain respectively. 


* * 
Hugh Mitchell, Essendon, for his cour- 
age and determination in fighting his way 


back in League Football, after breaking 
his leg last season. . . 


* * 


John Peck on his eleventh year with the 
Hawks. ; 
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LAURIE 


Who was the greatest player ever seen in the Victorian Football League? 
If you want to get into a football argument all you have to do is to pose that 
question, to which you will receive probably 10 or 12 replies. But, on analysis, 
it will be found that the list can easily be reduced to five or six, and telling 
arguments can be advanced to support the claims of all five or six. 


MANY GREATS 


All footballers know that League foot- 
ball was begun in 1897, and there have 
been some brilliant exponents of the game 
since that date. If you supported Essen- 
don in the 90’s you would probably say 
that Albert Thurgood was the greatest 
of them all. Melbourne people would sup- 
port the claim of Fred McGinnis, the Tas- 
manian who was said to have been the 


greatest rover in history. Thurgood, strong. 


and rugged, could play anywhere, and 
was a magnificent mark and kick. They 
tell the story of one Essendon match 
where, in a crisis, he put himself on the 
ball in the last quarter and kicked five 
goals to clinch victory by a few points. 
That’s just one of the fantastic deeds of 
Thurgood. There were other stars, of 
course, but perhaps it would be wise to 
keep thme list in fairly modern bounds. 


SON OF A MAGPIE 


To set the ball in motion, my selection 
for the best ever is Laurie Nash, the Tas- 
manian who made such an impact on Vic- 
torian football when he joined South Mel- 
bourne. Son of a former Collingwood 
player, he first played in 1933, and helped 
South Melbourne to win a premiership. 
Ever since South have been trying to win 
another one, but the honour has evaded 
them. They were runners-up in the next 
four years with a bunch of players who 
were called “a team of champions’, but 
not “a champion team”. Laurie won the 
best and fairest award in that first year, 
and set another record. He kicked 18 goals 
for Victoria against South Australia — 
and he did not go to full forward until 
the second quarter. Bill. Mohr, of St. 
Kilda, was the recognised full forward 
that year, but he broke a finger in the 
first quarter and had to be replaced. 
Playing at centre half forward ‘in 1934 
Nash kicked 53 goals, which was a re- 
markable achievement when it is recalled 
that Bob Pratt, also of South, set a VFL 
record by kicking 150 goals from full for- 
ward in that year. 


AGE 35 — GOALS 55 


Many South Melbourne enthusiasts al- 
most died of heart failure when, at the 
end of the 1937 season, Nash went to 
Camberwell (VFA) without a clearance as 
captain and coach. He lifted that side 
tremendously, but the war intervened. 
Then, in 1945, with a pardon from the 
League, Nash returned to his old team, 
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and, despite his age — he was then 35 — 
he kicked 55 goals. That was his last year. 
Altogether he kicked 245 goals in 99 
League games. 


But those are only statistics. What made 
“Lawrence J.” such a mighty player? He 
was only 5 ft. 11 in.; and weighed 13st., 
yet he could mark over players much tal- 
ler and stronger. His ball handling has 
rarely been equalled, and that’s a price- 
less asset, especially when we see, in 
present-day games, that a fumble often 
means the difference between a goal and 
no goal. His judgment was superb, his 
balance was perfect, and, to top it all, he 
was a magnificent kick. 


VERSATILE 


His great value to his side, however, 
was that he was so versatile. Club fans 
still argue about his best position. Per- 
haps because kicking goals is the be-all 
and end-all of the game — his greatest 
value was as a centre half forward, but he 
was a grand centre half back, was equally 
proficient on a half back flank or at wing 
half forward, shone in the centre, and 
played an equally valuable part in the 
ruck. In present day football, where the 
ruck-rover proves so valuable, he would 
have been a champion in that role. 


Nash was a keen student of the game, 
and never lost his poise. Jack Dyer often 
tells the story of a vital match between 
South and Richmond. Towards the finish, 
with victory in the balance, Nash marked 
near centre half forward. Dyer stood on 
his mark and told him he had no chance 
of kicking the goal. “Sure [ll kick it,” 
said Laurie. “In fact, Pll kick it with my 
left foot’. The ball sailed straight through 
to win the game for South. 


Being human, Nash had his off days. 
In the 1936 Grand Final, for example, 
Collingwood set slightly-built Jack Ross to 
watch Nash, with instructions to hamper 
him at every turn. It succeeded so well 
that Collingwood won. 


Nash had the honour of playing Test 
cricket for Australia against England. Has 
was a fastish bowler and a plucky bats- 
man. 


PRCCUUUUU00000000000000000000007 


REMEMBER . . . 
“FOOTY FAN” IS NOW ON SALE 
WEEKLY! 
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NASH 
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THE STUDDER 
. . . Ihe Man Behind The Scene 


When your favourite player runs down 
the football race either on a perfect day 
or in pouring weather, have you ever 
given thought to “THE STUDDER’”? 


The studder has a great responsibility. 
Not only does he look after the condition 
of players’ boots, and their studs, but he 
also has to check that the laces are in 
perfect condition, for a game could be 
lost at a critical stage should a lace give 
way or a stud dislodge from the boot. 


Studs come in various sizes and shapes, 
and if the coach should decide to choose 
a particular size or shape stud, because of 
the condition of the ground, the “studder” 
would possibly have to change the studs in 
every pair of boots. 


LONG SERVICE HAWKS 


The man behind the scene at Hawthorn 
is Harédld Kinder. Harold took over the 
position of “studder” from Bill Dent (de- 
ceased), who, by the way, held this job 
for 40 years, Harold held the post of 
Assistant Studder for 6 years, and was the 
natural choice to hold this job. 


His Assistant is the -well known 
“Teddy” Laws, who has lived all his life 
in Glenferrie, and is a die-hard supporter 
for the Hawks. 


Footy Fan wish you both the best of 
luck. 
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EXHIBITION BUILDINGS 
Make it a day or night out. Dining Room, Cafeteria, Bar open! 
WIN PRIZES TOTALLING £2,000 
11.00 am to 10.00 pm until this Saturday, April 25 
Anzac Day opens at 2.00 pm 
ADMISSION 3/-; CHILDREN and PENSIONERS 1/-; AMPLE PARKING 
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HO00 DO 0 YEAR (continued ) 


He has firmly established himself as a 
member of the strong Melbourne half back 
line with Brian Roet and Brian Leahy. 

Tony is 21, 6 ft. and 13 stone. He was 
educated at Scotch College. 


Barry Bourke had his first taste of 
senior football when he played at full for- 
ward for the demons in a twilight game 
against Essendon in 1962. Barry kicked 
three goals and it was obvious he would 
move into the senior side last year as the 
team’s spearhead. 


Barry played with the Melbourne 


Thirds in 1962. 


Although he managed only 42 goals in 
17 home and home games last year, he 
moved well and gave many chances to his 
team-mates. Many will remember his 
effort in the Semi Final against St. Kilda 
when he kicked 5 goals, and virtually won 
the game for Melbourne. 


In 1962 he topped the V.F.L. Thirds 
goalkicking list with 68 goals and also won 
the club best and fairest award. 


Barry, 19, 5 ft. 104 in. and 12 stone 2 
lb., previously played for Neerim South in 
the Ellinbank League, Gippsland. 


Ray Groom played with Melbourne 
Thirds in 1960. Last year he returned to 
the Demons as a ready-made player. In 
1962 he represented Tasmania against the 
V.F.L. and the V.F.A. 


He is a fine centre half forward. He has 
pace, courage, is an excellent mark and 
always combined well with his team-mates. 


NORTH MELBOURNE 


North Melbourne’s half forward Tom 
Allison missed almost half of the season 
with injuries, but still showed enough 
brilliance to be the club’s best first year 
player. 


Tom, from West Coburg, is fast and 
clever and is likely to be one of the best 
forward flankers in League football in 
years to come. 


He moves to the ball with great an- 
ticipation, looks for an opponent when he 
gets the ball and usually finishes his play 
with accurate disposal. 


It is unfortunate for Tom to run into 
injury trouble in his first season. 


In the match against Carlton he suf- 
ered concussion and when he recovered 
and regained his position he severely in- 
jured his knee. He is 18, 5 ft. 11 in. and 
12 stone 7 lb. 


‘Roland Crosby, 19, moved to League 
football from Shepparton last year and 
stamped himself as an up and coming half 
back. 


RICHMOND 


Richmond’s best first year player award 
went to tenacious wingman Bill Brown, 
from the Amateur League. Bill, 20, from 
the State Savings Bank, represented the 
Victorian Amateur team before joining the 
Tigers. 
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When he trained with Richmond before 
the start of the season little fuss was made 
about him. But, after a few weeks, selec- 
tors. started to sit up and take notice. 


He is only 5 ft. 84 in. and 11 stone, but 
his courageous play, backed up by skill, 
has made him an acquisition to the Rich- 
mond team. Bill played in 13 games last 
season. He also went on once as a reserve. 


Richmond considers Ross Warner, who 
is 19, 6 ft. 44 in., and 14 stone, has a big 
future in the game. 


Ross, an up and coming ruckman, was 
recruited from Bairnsdale. He formerly 
played with Camberwell Grammar School. 


The Tigers believe after a season or two 
in the ruck he will have gained enough 
experience to become a top line key for- 
ward. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


South Melbourne’s first year recruit, 
John Rantall, from Cobden, was the only 
recruit to win Victorian selection last 
year. John, 19, toured with the Victorian 
Team which played in Perth and Ade- 
laide. He is a half back flanker. 


Despite his youth, he was one of the 
safest half backs in Victoria for the first 
half of the season. However, after the 
‘State games his form was not good and 
near the end of the season was forced to 
rest for three games with an injured ankle. 


Every week John was available he was 
selected. He is 5 ft. 11 in. and 12 stone 
7 |b. 


Other ‘‘finds” for South last year were 
centre half back Paul Harrison (Trar- 
algon) and back pocket player Gary 
Johnston (Reserves). 


Paul, 19, 6 ft. 2 in. and 13 stone 3 
lb., has a bright future. Gary, 22, 5 ft. 
9 in. and 12 stone 1 lb., is very safe on 
the last line of defence. 


ST. KILDA 


St. Kilda had probably its best batch 
of newcomers last year in the club’s his- 
tory. The Saints must take the recruiting 
prize from the other 11 clubs with its 
efforts in securing ruckmen Carl Ditterich 
and Jim Wallis and centreman Ian 
Stewart. 


At 17, 6 ft. 4 in. Carl Ditterich is the 
best young player to enter League ranks 
for years. He has a phenomenal leap when 
going for the ball at the throw-ins and 
bounces, and his play is also highlighted 
by his great stamina. Carl is going just as 
hard at the final siren as at the first 
bounce. 


The Saints recruited the tall, blond- 
haired follower from East Brighton and in 
the first game of the season he made a 
great debut against Melbourne. 


He was immediately hailed as a cham- 
pion of the future. With the exception of 
two games when he was injured, Carl was 
selected in every match. 


In the first semi final against Melbourne 
Carl played a wonderful game and was 
voted by many commentators as best man 


on the ground. 


Big Jim Wallis came to st. Kida from 
Quambatook, in the Mid-Murray League, 
where he was coach. Jim, with 11 votes, 
polled better than any other recruit in 
the Bronwlow Medal. He is a fine high 
mark, and the only thing which mars his 
game is poor kicking. 


But, he is such an effective player 
around the ground with his strength and 
clever ruck play that he also must be 
classed as one of the best in the League. 


Jim, a school-teacher at Normanville, 
180 miles north east of Melbourne, is 21, 
and stands at 6 ft. 4 in. 


Centreman Ian Stewart, from Hobart, 
is 18, 5 ft. 11 in. and 14 stone Pl Ib. 


Ian is not a spectacular player, but.his. 
centre play last year has been an acquisi- 
tion to St. Kilda. 

In 1962 Ian represented the Tasmanian 
Football League in-intra-State matches. 


Like Jim Wallis, Ian played in evesy 
game last. year. 


STATE OF GROUNDS 


We have heard a lot about the bad state 
of the V.F.L. grounds last season, and 
agree that mud heaps is a fair description. 
But they do take a thrashing. 


Take Princes Oval at Carlton for ex- 
ample. It is used every day of the week 
except Friday. Footballers train on it four 
days of the week and two games are 
played on Saturday, and at times a base- 
ball match is thrown in for good measure. 


It does not get a spell even on Sundays 
as quite often baseballers, in practising, 
churn it up still further. 


Both St. Kilda.and Hawthorn have con- 
ducted lightning premiership days for 
junior players on their grounds last year 
and the result has been obvious ever since. 


Our grounds need greater care and less 


use if we are to see football and not 


slogging matches in the mud. 
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BRIQUETTES 


ARE BEST FOR 
YOUR ROOM HEATER 


Briquettes give you more heat at less cost 
than any other fuel. 


They are of consistent, high heat content 
and size. 


Briquettes burn strongly and _ steadily, 
maintaining all-round, even warmth. 


They are safe, and convenient to store and 
handle. There is no waste and briquettes 
won’t absorb water. 


l 
2 
3 
4 


5 Briquettes burn longer with least attention 
-— last the whole night through. 


6 They never clinker or clog your grate; leave 
little ash. 


| Briquettes will always be in plentiful supply. 


BRIQUETTES 


FAR MORE HEAT FOR YOUR MONEY 
FOR FREE ADVICE ON BRIQUETTES AND MODERN BRIQUETTE APPLIANCES, CONTACT THE 
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RICHMOND 


In all the years I have followed the 
Tigers I cannot retall a better pre-season 
interest than that shown by players, com- 
mitteemen and staff, and most of all the 
supporters. Everyone seems to be bubbling 
over with enthusiasm, and this is largely 
due to the appointment of Len Smith as 
coach, and good recruiting in players such 
as Kevin Smith, Trevor Gowers, Geoff 
Strang, Ron Lienert, Michael Hammond 
and Neil Busse. 


I would venture to say at this stage that 
the first three mentioned, could play in 
the opening game against Footscray. 


What a blow for the Tigers on the eve 
of their first match, when coach Len 
Smith had a slight heart attack. This un- 
settled the Tigers and we can only hope 
that Len will be back to the best of health 
and continue his ambition of lifting the 
Tigers up the Jadder. 


Several interesting experiments are 
being tried in the practice games in an 
endeavour to strengthen the goal to goal 
line. 


Ross Warner is being played at full 
back, Bruce Smith, at full forward, Ian 
Hayden at centre half back, Bill Brown 
back to roving, and Brian McMillan on 
the wing. 


Barry Cameron is continuing to be 
plagued by pre-season injuries. Two years 
ago he had a cartilege injury, last year he 
missed nearly all the practice matches 
with a bad thigh injury, and this year his 
training has been upset through a toe 
amputation. However, with his usual 
fighting spirit he turned out for his full 
first practice match over the Easter holi- 
days and played quite well against Myrtle- 
ford. 


Incidentally, you will be interested ‘to 
know that his lovely wife Anne, presented 
him with a son (Craig) on the 15/11/63 
and that they have at last moved into 
their new home in Mt. Waverley. 


Popular defender Graeme Gahan, has 
joined the married ranks since the end of 
last season. He was married on November 
30, last year, to Miss Betty Elvery of 
Chelsea, and we extend our belated con- 
gratulations to them both. 


With the rise in entrance prices this 
year, season tickets became even better 
value than they were last year. The price 
of a season ticket remains the same as last 
year at 45/-. Work it out for yourself just 
how much you will save, and then don’t 
delay in buying your ticket in readiness 
for the opening game. 


Also, don’t forget, that if the Tigers 
make the four this year, you have more 
chance of obtaining final tickets if you are 
a club member. 
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At the recent Testimonial Dinner given 
to Maurie Fleming, two other retiring 
Tigers received presentations in recogni- 
tion of their long and faithful service to 
the Tigers. 


The gentlemen concerned were Dr. P. 
L. Grogan, the club doctor, who received 
a television set, and Jack Dyer, vice presi- 
dent and Australia’s best known footballer, 
who received a shotgun. 


The presentations were made by former 
star players Martin Bolger and Basil 
McCormack respectively. 


Our congratulations and best wishes for 
ja successful season go to Neville Crowe 
who was elected captain for 1964, Michael 
(Stuyvesant) Patterson, vice-captain, and 
Dick Grimmond, deputy vice-captain. 


These three stalwarts have given ex- 
cellent service to the club, and between 
them have notched up 245 games. 


It is interesting to note that only three 
players managed to appear in every home 
and away game last season. They were:— 
Barry Cameron, Dick Grimmand, and 
John Robertson. Neville Crowe and Roger 
Dean just missed out, because they were 
both playing in the Interstate Team dur- 
ing one round. 


Thirty six players, including twelve first 
year players, participated in premiership 
matches during the 1963 season. 


Our belated congratulations go to Tom 
Garland and his wife Maureen on the 
birth of their first baby (Michael Shayne) 
on the 10th of September. We were un- 
able to mention this at the end of last 
season as we discontinued the club notes 
over the last four issues. 


Richmond fans will be pleased to. hear 
that star full back Fred Swift and his wife 
Anita are the proud parents of their first 
child (Lyn Alison), who was born at 
Bethlehem Private Hospital on the 13th 
of April. 


Naturally, Fred is very happy and ex- 
cited over being a father, and also that 
both Anita and baby Lyn are very well. 
Congratulation to you both. 


STH. MELBOURNE 


Hope springs eternal in the heart of 
the Football Club supporters, and after a 
poor 1963, all at South Melbourne are 
sure that 1964 will show a revival of club 
successes, 


After two years of team building under 
Coach, Noel McMahen, the team should 
improve greatly on the four matches won 
last season. | 


No team in the League had so many 
young players as South Melbourne did 
last year and with that experience, and 
the introduction of several good players, 


Our Clubmen Report = 


it is confidently expected that South will 
move up the list this year. 


The most notable loss the club sustained 
was the transfer of Brian McGowan to 
Glenelg, but to offset this, South have 
gained several ready made players, such 
as Papley (Moorabbin), Evans (Foots- 
cray), Dawson (Melbourne), G. John 
(East Perth) and these must give the club 
a very good start for the opening match. 


Max Papley has certainly brightened 
up the half forward line, and he should 
well live up to his association reputation. 


Since playing on the forward line John 
Heriot has .been disappointing in his kick- 
ing both in accuracy, and distance, follow- 
ing his brilliance at full back (in which 
position he earned a Victorian Jumper for 
the Brisbane Carnival) but, that should 
place him among the top of the goal 
kickers. 


Supporters will notice a difference in 
Bob Kingston (veteran at 19) starting the 
season much lighter and keener, he 
should have a very good season. Elken 
Rielly (recently married) is also in very 
good form. Frank Johnston, who has a 
cracked rib, is hopeful to be fit soon, and 
be back in the game. Best of luck Frank, 
(he needs one more game for his 50). 


Hope is held that Graeme John from 
Western Australia will take the field at 
clude Lance Sullivan from Wangaratta 
Rovers. Lance is 6 ft. 2 ins., 134 stone 
centre half forward, against Hawthorn. 


Recruits showing a great promise in- 
and 18 years of age. He was recommended 
by Ken Boyd, and he has played very well 
in al praetice games against experienced 


Jeff Bray. 


Another 18-year-old to impress is Pat 
Bowd, 5 ft. 11 ins., 114 stone, who has 
come up from the thirds. Pat has filled 
out a lot since last year. The full back 
position could go to Neville Forge, 6 ft. 
1 in., 134 stone, aged 21 who played on 
three match permits last year. 


Perhaps the tallest at South would be 
Reg Edwards, 6 ft. 6 ins., 21 years old, 
and 14 stone, from Rutherglen. Reg is 
very agile for his size, and an excellent 
ball player. He has also represented 
Rutherglen in country week tennis, and 
cricket. 


With the possible inclusion of Ray Daw- 
son subject to clearance from Melbourne, 
South should have a line up to match any 
side. 


For the first time, the South Social 
Committee has been able to secure a hall 
hig enough to accommodate the crowd for 
their Annual Ball (last year many people 
were unable to obtain tickets. This year 
it will be at the Palais De Danse, St. 
Kilda. Tickets 37/6 (B.Y.O.) can be ob- 
tained from your Committee or Social 
Secretary. So book early and don’t miss 
out. 

—Kevin Fleming 
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GEELONG 


‘Geelong lined up for the first match 
against Melbourne at the M.C.G. with a 
team little different from that which de- 
feated Hawthorn for the 1963 premier- 
ship. 

All but six of the 36 players who were 
on the training list last year are training 
with the senior team again. 


The main losses to the club were Colin 
Rice, regular roving partner for Bill Gog- 
gin. Colin has gone to Glenelg, S.A., after 
playing 101 V.F.L. games since 1957.“ 


Others missing were Eric Nicholls (now 
coach of Geelong West in the V.F.A.), 
Brian Lowe (back in Tasmania), Darryl 
Stephens, Neil Sutherland and Jan Wil- 
liams, who is training with the reserves. 


New faces in the team for the opening 
match were Dennis Marshall, from Clare- 
mont, W.A., on a half-forward flank, but 
he was the only player having his first 
V.F.L. match. 

Other recruits who had shown out in 
practice games include Geoff Kerr, a 
wingman from Colac; Allan Teasdale, a 
forward from Mildura; Graham Bamford, 
a rover-winger from Hamilton; and Terry 
Farnum, a ruck-forward from Queenscliff. 


One of the most disappointed senior 
players was Terry Callan, back pocket 
player who had a knee cartilege operation 
last season. He has been training, and 
played half of a practice match, but the 
knee is still weak, and he is undertaking 
a six-week weight-lifting programme to 
strengthen it. 

Incidentally, Terry became engaged 
recently, and plans to marry early next 
year. 

Recent social events include the Presi- 
dent’s XI v. Captain’s XI cricket match 
at Drysdale, which was attended by a 
large crowd of supporters. 


The match is an annual affair, and the 
captains — the club president (Mr. A. R. 
“Jack” Jennings) and the 1963 captain 


Fred Wooller — each vowed their teams 
would take 1964 honors. 
The highlight was when property 


steward Viv. Jones, who was hitting out 
freely — he had 37 runs up — hooked 
the ball hard and straight at his team- 
mate and chairman of the club’s selector’s, 
Tom Morrow, who was acting as square 
leg umpire. 

Tom, instead of stepping by to let the 
ball sizzle to the boundary, caught it 
neatly, then considered a confident appeal 
from the wicket-keeper and, after 4 
proper pause, gave the batsmen out! 


Because of protests, the result of the 
match remains in doubt. 


The club held a barbecue last Saturday 
night, and several hundred supporters 
joined players at Kardinia Park. 


Season ticket sales are booming, and the 
atendances at practice matches were the 
best for many years, according to the club 
secretary (Leo O’Brien). 
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MELBOURNE 


Two youngesters on Melbourne’s final 
list who are certain to set the girls hearts 
a-flutter are Maurie Bartlett, a centre- 
half-forward from Bentleigh, and Mur- 
rumbeena ruckman Robin Andrew. 


Both are tall and handsome, and both 
show distinct promise of being very good 
footballers. Fortunately for the Demons, 
both boys live virtually on their doorstep. 


Last year 17-year-old Maurie captained 
Bentleigh under 17’s to the Federal 
League premiership. They didn’t lose a 
game. But quietly-spoken Maurie didn’t 
stop at that. Apart from captaining a 
pennant-winning. side, he also won the 
competition’s best and fairest award, and 
also topped the goalkicking, with 104 
goals, including a mammoth 26 in one 
game! Runner-up to Maurie in the best 
and fairest voting was Vaughan Ellis, a 
ruckman who made Collingwood’s sup- 
plementary list this year. 

In winning the -competition’s trophy, 
Maurie emulated the feat of one of Mel- 
bourne’s all-time greats, former skipper 
John Beckwith, who won the award back 
in 1949, 


Federal League officials say Maurie is 
the best prospect to leave their ranks since 
Beckwith. If he turns out as good, Mel- 
bourne will be clapping their hands with 
glee. 


Robin Andrew had a. wonderful season 
last year. He won the best and fairest 
award in the South-East Suburban League, 
and was 
premiership team. 


Ribin did well in Melbourne’s pre- 
season practice games, and with experi- 
ence should develop into a_ top-flight 
follower. He is only 18 and is a left-foot 
kick, 

Another teenager on Melbourne’s list 
earmarked for a brilliant career is former 
schoolboy champion, Robert Foster, from 
St. Patrick’s, Sale. Robert was chased by 
nearly every League club last year, but he 
was destined to become a Demon. Had he 
not, his father, Jack, would have been most 
unhappy. He played with Melbourne be- 
tween 1935-38. 


The Demons have recruited well from 
St. Patrick’s in recent years. Two years 
ago they got rover John Townsend from 
the Sale school, and last year Owen Zinko 
left there to play with the Demons. 


Owen was a raw recruit when the 
Demons signed him, but coach Norm 
Smith has knocked most of the rough 
edges from his play, and he could be a 
player to watch later this year. 

—Alan Schwab 


. f . 
Hawthorn, last years runners-up to 
Geelong, are determined to beat what is 


becoming a “hoodoo” for top teams — 
that “‘anti-climax”’’ following year, result- 


a member of Murrumbeena’s 


ing in poor performances and disappoint- 
ment for supporters. Hawthorn, after 
winning the 1961 Grand Final, shocked 
football fans with a bad 1962 season, and 
only former coach John Kennedy’s strict 
discipline brought them into the Finals 
calculations last year. 


Graham Arthur, this year adding the 
responsibility of coach to his team cap- 
taincy, has a big task in front of him. 
While retaining the hard, disciplined team 
framework of John Kennedy, he is also 
influencing the Hawk’s line-up with his 
own well-known style of play. Handball. 
clever forward work, and short passing — 
all features of Graham’s brilliant career 
— could well be seen to advantage at 
Hawthorn this year. 


Hawthorn’s 1964 recruiting effort, while 
not strong in numbers, has been selective. 
All-Australian representative Don Roach, 
from West Adelaide, has shown his great 
natural talent to advantage in practice 
games, but there are clearance problems 
to be straightened out. Bob Vagg (Echuca 
— half-back) and Michael Butcher (Uni- 
versity Blues —- ruckman) two red-heads, 
have both shown form at practice, while 
Ray Wright (Donald — half-forward), 
John McMahbn (Rochester — half-back), 
Neil McColl (Power House — full-back), 
and John Dunshea (Old Carey Gram- 
marians -— centre-half-forward), have all 
impressed selectors. 


But the “old hands’ have taken their 
share of the limelight too. Kevin Cover- 
dale is in top form along with fellow for- 
wards Ian Mort and John Peck. Ken 
Beck (see page 5) is still building on his 
great efforts during the 1963 Final Series, 
and Des Dickson, Rod Olsson, Colin 
Youren and Ian Law all look set for an- 
other strong season. Hawthorn’s back-line 
dependability should be assured with Phil 
Hay and Garry Young at present combin- 
ing with that judgement and determina- 
tion which Hawk supporters know so well. 
Kevin Woodward, whose form in the prac- 
tice games has been good, could be one of 
the few “new” faces in Hawthorn’s team 
this year — particularly as Don Roach is 
not sure of his clearance at this stage — 
Colin Youren going to the centre, and 
Kevin to a wing position. 


Popular Player Contest:— 


The Social Committee is conducting a 
Popular Player Contest this season. Votes 
are a penny each, and voting cards are 
available at the souvenir stall. Progress 
totals will be displayed in the stall at 
home games, and in local shops, and as 
proceeds will go to the Player’s Trip 
Fund, all fans should support this contest 
enthusiastically! 


John Peck Testimonial Year:— 


This is John’s testimonial year. In ac- 
cordance with the policy of the Club, any 
player who plays for ten years automatic- 
ally receives a testimonial, and it is hoped 
that supporters will show their apprecia- 
tion for John’s great efforts during the last 
decade and support this testimonial fully. 


Retirements:— 


Although Brendan Edwards and Alan 
Woodley both announced their retirement 
some time ago now, “Footy Fan” would 
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like to thank both these fine players on 
behalf of thousands of “Footy Fans’, and 
wish them well for the future. 


Scoreboard:— 


In the second round match at the Glen- 
ferrie Oval against Carlton, a new £6,000 
scoreboard will be introduced to thousands 
of football followers. This board features 
the “roller” type numerals, with provision 
for all race and other League game results 
— operated by two attendants. Sponsored 
and erected by “Dunlop”, this should 


prove a real asset at the “Hawk’s” head- 
quarters. 


Surely, in all its past 91 years, St. Kilda 
has never before faced a year which has 
opened up with such possibilities as it has 
before it in 1964. 


Both on the side of administration and 
on the competitive field the Club is strong 
and well equipped for the task ahead, 
namely the Winning of the 1964 pennant 
and the long term job of ensuing the 
future progress of the Club. 


In deciding to move out to the newer 
centres of population, and at the same 
time gain control of their own playing 
area, St. Kilda have pioneered a move 
which must be followed by several other 
Clubs if they are to survive. While the 
proposed move has aroused some opposi- 
tion the decision to retain the club name 
of St. Kilda has greatly consolidated sup- 
port for the proposed move. “Footy Fan” 
made a canvass of rank and file members 
at the final practice match and our as- 
sessment is that between 80 and 90% of 
the members now support the move to the 
new ground. 


On the field the club has excellent pros- 
pects for the season, Stephenson, Apted 
and Oswald will not be available this 
season, but against this the club have, sub- 
ject to clearances, recruited at least six 
players who appear capable of making the 
side before the end of the season. 


Darrel Baldock re-appointed captain, 
seems to be in even better touch than at 
this time last year and seems set for a 
good season. Darrel was unable to accept 
the trip abroad which he won last year 
as it conflicted with his business interests. 
He has now opened his own car selling 
business at 93 Nepean Highway, Elstern- 
wick. Supporters needing a new or used 
car, any make, should make Darrel their 
first call. 


Finally, we must pay tribute to Bill 
Stephenson who has been forced to retire 
through injuries. Speaking as a supporter 
it would be safe to say that a no more 
popular player has ever won the St. Kilda 


colors, and the hope has been expressed . 


that Bill will retain a connection with the 
club on the social, or possibly, the ad- 
ministrative side at a later date. 

—Clem Frost 
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to Russell 


Congratulations Crow on 
being appointed Vice-Captain for 1964, 
and Alan Lynch as Deputy Vice Captain. 
Russell is in his fifth year with the club. 


Ted Lovett a centreman from North 
Ballarat who won the best and fairest 
player award in the Ballarat and District 
League, has been very impressive in the 
practice matches. He played two matches 
on permit last year. Also a young player 
who has been very outstanding in the 
practice matches is Jimmy Kemp, a 6 ft. 
1$ in. ruckman from the thirds last year. 
Jimmy is an apprentice butcher and is also 
a nephew of the late Archie Kemp, former 
lightweight champion of Australia. 


On behalf of the “Footy Fan” I would 
like to thank the Fitzroy Fotball Club for 
their invitation to myself to attend their 
annual dinner and presentation of jumpers 
to all their senior list players. Speeches 
by Kevin Murray and. assistant coach 
Tommy Williams were very inspiring and 
if this is the spirit that prevails at Fitzroy 
this year, they can look forward to a won- 
derful season in 1964. 


The dinner was held at The Caribbean 
in Northcote. Fitzroy Football Club Ball 
will be held on June 18. 


—John Bourke 


have 


cricketers 
V.C.A. First XI’s premiership and the 
footballers are now out to complete the 
double by winning this years V.F.L. Flag. 


Essendon 


Recruit full forward Kevin “Groggy 
Grong” Coleman should get to know 
every inch and angle of the local playing 
field. He is employed as a groundsman at 
the Essendon Oval. 


Mrs. Towner, mother of former player 
John, will once again have a special in- 
terest in the doings of the Essendon Foot- 
ball Club. Accommodated as a boarder at 
her home is promising young ruckman 
Jim Forsyth. 

The club has a new set-up in respect to 
the Social Committee this year. The first 
and reserve eighteens have combined 
forces and formed one body. Mr. Tom 
Clarke, father of Jack, retains his place 
as Chairman and other appointments are 
Messrs. Bob Woods (Secretary), Keith 
Waters (Assistant Secretary) and Jack 
Watson (Treasurer). 


Rugged half-back-flanker Alex Epis has 
a new nick-name “CASSIUS”. 


Three officials, Messrs. Bill Cookson 
(Senior eighteen Secretary), Jack Harvey 
(Reserves Secretary) and Bert Plant 
(Reserves Treasurer) have established a 
unique record. All three are embarking 
upon their 21st successive year in those 
particular positions. 


Centreman Graeme Beissel has proved 
his class by stepping straight back into the 


won _ the 


team after a seasons: absence through 
University Studies. His practice form was 
most convincing. 


Quentin Sell, captain of the Thirds last 
season, 1s now with Port Melbourne, and 
ex-winger Alby Murdock, who played for 
Stanhope last year, is at Brunswick. 


Three interesting names on the Third’s 
training list are Warwick Reynolds (son 
of the famous Dick) Ray Capuano 
(cousin of Barry) and Ken Davis (brother 
of Barry). Terry Rodgers and Charlie 
Payne have been elected players repre- 
sentatives on the Social Committee. 


Jack larke’s testimonial is being 
Jaunched with a dinner to be held at Ard- 
millan House, Moonee Ponds on Wednes- 
day evening, April 29. Guests are asked 
to contribute £5. 


Saddling up for his twelfth season with 
the seniors is Hugh Mitchell who has 
165 League games to his credit. He is 
next in line to Jack Clarke, 205 games 
in 13 seasons. 


CARLTON 


CENTENARY YEAR 
TARGET ... 1964 PREMIERSHIP. 


Congratulations to the Carlton Football 
Club in notching up it’s Century and all 
the loyal supporters of this great club join 
with “Footy Fan” in wishing it a success- 
ful and prosperous season with a fitting 
climax THE FLAG. The season 
started with one of Carlton’s most popular 
and dynamic players as Captain of the 
Blue’s, Sergio Silvagni. 


The Blue’s with eight premierships to 
their credit are determined to put the 
ninth one on the board this season. The 
club has had it’s most intensive recruiting . 
drive for a considerable time and excellent 
results have been gained from this hard 
and strenuous job. The Blue’s have made 
every effort in their drive to cover the 
obvious weaknesses of past seasons, notice- 
ably the roving department, and_ before . 
the season is very far under way there are 
sure to be new faces in this particular de- 
partment. A lot will be expected of highly 
rated Greg. Hardy, who, with the ex- 
perience gained last’ season, should be a 
much improved player. From the thirds 
young Adrian Gallagher, who has been 
starring in the practice games seems sure 
to force his way into the side and al- 
though only 17 years old, this youngster 
is loaded with natural football ability and 
displays all the courage necessary to be- 
come a league star. 


With the retirement of former full-for- 
ward ‘““Turkey” Tom Carroll, this has left 
an opening and an opportunity for 19 
years old Garfield star full-forward Jim 
Miller. Although lacking match practice, 
he gave enough indication to warrant a 
chance in this hot spot. As an alternative, 
Carlton have sensational last year’s find in 
Kevin Hall. This talented young player 
has been tried at full-forward with reason- 
able success. | 
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If Carlton fail in their attempt to win 
this year’s flag, it will not be because they 
are not fit. Coach, Ken Hands has started 
the’ season with a training programme 
never seen at Carlton before and any 
player, irrespective of name or position, 
who has not reached the peak of fitness, 
will. not be considered for selection. 


‘Most Carlton supporters will remember 
that . great full-back, Ollie Grieve, who 
thrilled the many thousands of football 
barrackers with his delightful high mark- 
ing and his glorius long drop kicking. On 
holidays from the West, Ollie, still looking 
capable of taking the field, dropped in on 
the club to reminisce and look up his old 
pals at the club. As we all know, Ollie 
was a master of the drop kick and was 
‘more than willing to hand out some good 
advice to several of the Carlton “not so 
good kicks’. = 4 


NTH. MELBOURNE 


The season got away to a great start, 
with a dinner for the players and officials 
ata leading city hotel, on the wednesday 
night prior to the first game, it was a 
great success and enjoyed by all who 
attended. Unfortunate loss to the club this 
season are:— 


Former state wingman, Keith Robert- 
son,, who- has decided to concentrate on 
his studies for a “Batchelor of Education’. 
degree. Keith played 68 games and was 
runner- up -for the clubs best ane fairest 
award in 1962. 


And brilliant centre-half-back Peter 


Steward ‘who will be forced to miss -this- 


season because of a knee injury, but, will 
Be seen in action this year as the Club’s 
official runner, but is hoped to be seen 
back. on the field as a player next season. 


',Of the new players, Bob Pascoe, 23, 
6 ft.:3-ins., 16 st. 7-Ibs., who has. played 
97. games for: North Adelaide, will? be the 
best of the new, league. players this season. 
Fellow. South Australian Steve Traynor, 
Port Adelaide, will ‘be a great acquisition 
to.the side. if cleared. . 


~ Mick Dowdie, rover: an ‘Jerilderie will 
kelp us keep the high standard. of roving 
at “North. Arthur ‘Karanicolas, (U.HLS. 
Old: Boys) will find his way into the side 
shortly if his practice form is any indica- 
tion of his ability. I. “McGregor: and 
Morrie Wood have ‘shown outstanding im- 
provement since last ‘season. 


Laurie Dwyer has. turned out at train- 
ing. in an orange, lace up type. guernsey 
and has dazzled fellow players. 


Congratulations to Alan Aylett 
Noel. Teasdale on _ being, 
Captain and Vice-Captain respectively. 


-and 


: Congratulations to. star back-pocket 
player Ken Dean ‘and fellow defender 
Daryl. O’Brien .who will be: the player’ S 
eee this season. 


iN good idea for other clubs to follow 
is that ‘North’s senior players are requested 
to ‘hand their old jumpers on ‘to the 
players in the Fifth 18. ' 
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re-appointed 


The removal of the greyhound track 
has greatly improved the ground and in- 
creased its capacity. and other improve- 
ments are still being carried out around 
the ground. 


Reserved Seats, at three guineas for the 
season, are on sale behind the Pavilion or 
on written application to The Secretary, 
Box 158, P.O. North Melbourne. 


The Souvenir Stall behind the Pavilion, 
has the following for sale:— 
Club Towels, 30/-; Badges 5/-; Teaspoons, 
7/6; Bottle-openers, 7/-; Can- -openers, 
5/6; Ash-trays, 10/6; Teacieainers: 10/6; 
Key Fobs. 8/-; Tie Clips, 10/6; Tankards, 
35/-; Cigarette Lighters, 15/-; Case six 
spoons, 50/-; Bags, 33/-; Ties, 20/-; Cuff- 
Links, 7/6. 
—Peter Treadwell 


FOOTSCRAY 


An invitation to attend Footscray’s pre- 
season dinner was extended to all living 
past presidents, secretaries, coaches, and 
Brownlow Medallists. 


This was a new innovation by the club 
in a bid to boost the already strong Bull- 
dog tradition. 


Many of the former identities could not . 


be located and some are living so far away 
they were unable to attend. 


Those welcomed by the president, Mr. 
Jim Miller, were Vic Samson (former 
champion player and secretary from 1927 
to 1929), Norman Ware (ex-captain and 
coach and 1941 Bronwlow Medallist)., 
Charlie Sutton (ex-captain and coach), 
and Harry Dolphin (former player and 
president in 1961-62). 

Mr. Miller said that with more time to 
make arrangements, it was expected there 
would be a really big turn-up of the “old 
timers” at next year’s pre-season dinner. 


Charlie Sutton, who received a rousing. 


ovation, told the players: “Be proud of 


the jumper you wear. This club has a big - 
a tradition as any other club in the 


League”. 
Captain and coach Ted Whitten said 


that players aspiring to succeed in League 
ranks must be prepared to make personal 


sacrifices, possess the right club. spirit, 
have the will to win, and have confidence 
in the selectors. 

Whitten said: “If anyone gets into 
trouble on the field I want to see him 
backed up. This sort of thing snowballs 
and eles foster team spirit and the will 
to win” 


Chairman of the match committee, Mr. 
Bill Mobbs, said that the 30-year-old 
coach could still slip a bit in ability and 
be one of the first elected. 

“IT would like to see another three 
Whittens in the team’, he added. 


New players’ representatives on the 
senior cammittee are Ray Walker, Murray 
Zeuschner, and John Hoiles, while repre- 
sentatives on the social committee are 
Graem Chalmers and Bob Gray. Former 
player and trainer Frank (Dolly) Aked 


is now a club steward along with social 
committee member Don Smart, and 
trainer Fred Shea has been promoted from 
the Reserves to the seniors. 


Footscray officials are happy with the 
form shown by a number of young re- 
cruits and believe they will form a solid 
foundation for the future. 


Of the 12 players on the supplementary 
list, not one is aged more than 18, and 
the youngest is only 15. 


The 12 are Kevin Jackman (West 
Footscray), John Miles (Reserves), Jim 
Rodgers (Stawell), Henry Steigler (Re- 
serves), Dallas Patterson (West Foots- 
cray), Bill Taylor (Coragulac), Tony 
Haenan (Mildura Imperials), Mick 
Stevens (Kingsville), John Cheel 
(Thirds), Eddie Wallace (Reserves), 
Wally Vecchiett (Maidstone), and Ray 
Klimpsch (Mangoplah). 

Maintaining its “good will’ policy with 
the Footscray: District Football League, 
the club has donated 90 junior seasons 
tickets for distribution among the under- 
16 teams which play on Saturday morn- 
ings. 


COLLINGWOOD 


What a wonderful start for the new 
season and for Bob Rose and Ray Gabe- 
lich, when the Magpies presented them 
and their supporters, with a win ’— “‘first- 
up”. It looks as though “old Lou Louw’’ is 
right about us knocking at the door of the 
“BIG FIVE” this year. 


High marks to Ray Willett for an ex- 
cellent game on his return to League 
ranks. We are expecting great things of 
Ray, and feel that he will make his pre- 
sence felt even more as the season pro- 
gresses. 7 


P.S. “Footy Fan” apologises to all the 
Magpie supporters for the lack of -material 
in this column... Unfortunately our club 
representative became :ill and no. notes 
were forwarded to us. 


However we feel that we have compen- 
sated by giving Bob Rose, your coach, as 
our first feature in “Know your Coach’, 
which can be found on page 25. 


REMEMBER . :. . 
“FOOTY FAN” IS NOW ON SALE 
WEEKLY! 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHS PRINTED » IN’ FOOTY FAN 
ARE AVAILABLE IN . THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 


10 in. x 8 in. @ _ 11/- each. 
8 in. x 6 in. @ 9/- each. 
6in. x 4in. @ 8/- each. 
5 in. x 3 in. @ 6/- each. 


FOOTY FAN — April 25, 1964 


STOP IT 


Tragically but factually, accident statistics prove that young 
people — particularly those in the 17 to 20 year old group —- 
are involved in far more road accidents and suffer far more 
fatalities and casualties than any other comparative age group. 


This is a matter of vital concern to all who will leave school .this 
year, for if you are not already in this age group you are about 
to enter it. 


Generally, you enjoy good eyesight, health and quickness of 
reflex — in fact, you have all the physical abilities to handle a 
car well — yet why all the accidents? 


Is it inexperience? The fact that drivers in their first three years 
of experience are involved in more than 50% of all accidents 
proves that inexperience is a major factor. 


Is it attitude? Yes — for judgement will not match a desire to 
show off — to prove, at risk of life and limb, a remarkable but 
as yet unpossessed skill to drive. 


Add to these: 
® excessive speed 
® inattention 
® failure to observe the law 
® intoxication 
and you have all the elements of a tragic community problem. 


STOP IT — BUT HOW? 


The privilege of holding a driving licence demands more than 
the physical ability to drive a car — it demands: 
® an acknowledgement of the fact that your privilege to 
use the road brings with it a corresponding obligation 
to observe the rights and privileges of all other road 
users. 
® an observance of the law as the minimum requirement 
of road behaviour. 
® a high standard of road courtesy and good manners. 
Physically you have much in your favour — statistically, the 
dice is heavily loaded against you. 
The road accident problem is primarily caused by _ people; 
therefore it can be largely prevented by people. 


Will you help to 
STOP IT? 


VICTORIAN ROAD SAFETY DIVISION 
of 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 


GEORGE ANDREW, TED RIPPON 
A kick-to-kick description of ‘‘the 


match of the day,’ plus up-to-the- 
minute scores from all other matches. 


THURSDAY NIGHTS, 9.30 — 


FOOTY PREVIEW 
All League, Associations and 


Federal District Teams. 


e RACIN 


KEN HOWARD > 


BERT BRYANT 
JOHN O’NEIL 


JOHN RUSSELL 


Covering all races — 
Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and Vic- 


torian Country official Starting Prices and 
T.A.B. dividends. 


